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SOUTH AFRICA 


The countdown is on 
until Harry Kewell and 
co. go to the World Cup. 


Striking Gold 
Jason Culina is going 
to get even better. 


Pim and Proper 
Pim Verbeek on the 
challenges ahead. 
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Have you joined 
the bid? 


how your support for Australia’s 
Se campaign to bring the greatest 

show on earth, the FIFA World Cup, 
to Australia in 2018 or 2022, by joining 
the bid. 

Itis a hotly contested race with Australia 
pitching its wares against the likes of 
England, Portugal/Spain, Russia, and the 
USA - to name just a few. 

Showing your support couldn’t be easier. 
All you need to do is log on to 
australia2018-2022.com.au and follow 
the prompts. Then tell your friends, work 
mates and family (and then make sure 
they tell their friends, workmates and 
family too). 

The World Cup is the largest single 
sporting event in the world - it’s bigger 
than the Olympic Games. 26.3 billion 
people tuned in to watch the 2006 World 
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Cup around the world on a cumulative 
basis — the largest television viewing came 
from the Asian region (about 35 per cent of 
the cumulative television audience). 

The first World Cup was hosted, and 
won, by Uruguay in 1930. In all, the 
tournament has been held 18 times. 
European countries have staged the 
World Cup 10 times, while it has been 
held in South America on four occasions. 

Mexico has hosted it twice, in 1970 and 
1986, the USA once (in 1994) and, in 2002, 
the World Cup was played on Asian shores 
for the first time, when South Korea and 
Japan were co-hosts. 

In 2010, the World Cup will make its 
African debut, in South Africa, while 
four years later, it will return to Brazil, 
for the first time since 1950. 

The World Cup has never been held in 
Australia, which makes it all the more 
important for you to get behind our bid. 
Every registration helps us show FIFA 
how passionate all of Australia is 
about hosting a World Cup. Join today! 
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AUSTRALIA 
UNITED 
Fans are 

encouraged to get 
behind Australia’s 
World Cup bid. 
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Scott McDonald opens up 
on Celtic, scoring goals and 
Stirring his teammates. 


ou must be looking 
forward to playing 
in front of your 
home crowd in 
Melbourne against Oman. 
lalways look forward to 
playing in front of the crowd 
in Melbourne. It's a great 
feeling. We definitely need 
the points. It's strange - you 
go from one day doing so 
well in qualifying for the 
World Cup, then all the focus 
switches to the Asian Cup 
qualifying. We don’t want to 
miss out and we need to get 
three points on the board. 


It would be a great place 

to break your international 
scoring duck. 

That would be great. The 
issue is now creeping up and 
it's still not happened. I've 
just got to keep trying and 
working hard. 


Do you prefer playing 

as alone striker or ina 
partnership, for example 
with Josh Kennedy? 

I've done both now for the 
team. Ultimately, I just want 
to be playing. The coach 
has got a few different 
formations, and they've been 
quite successful so far, and 
I'm more than willing to fit 
in with his plans. 


The Netherlands will 
present a big challenge 

in Sydney. 

It's a good test for us. We 
played Holland last year 
and did quite well, getting 
a result over there. 
Obviously, they are a very 
good technical side. It will 
be a good test leading into 
the World Cup, anda 
chance for the likes of 
myself and other players 
to show we deserve a 

spot in the squad. 
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We'll see where we are 
asateam. 


On the domestic front, 

is the main focus at Celtic 
this season to reclaim the 
title from Rangers? 

One hundred per cent. It's 
certainly our focus this 
year after coming so close 
last year. I've now had the 
highs and lows of winning 
and losing the title, and I 
know which one I prefer. 
It's gone down to the wire 
the last two seasons, and 
hopefully it doesn't go to 
the last game this time 
~my heart can’t take 
much more of that. Also, 
playing in Europe has 
been a major target. We're 
in the Europa League 

and want to qualify for 
the next stage. 
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Will you be at Celtic for 
the foreseeable future? 
There have been afew 
rumours, but I'm very happy 
where I am.I want to bring 
success to myself and to 

the club, and tokeep on 
scoring goals. 


Have you given any stick to 
your Celtic teammates who 
have missed out on the 
World Cup? 

Only a little tiny bit-Idid 
promise a few I'd send some 


postcards from South Africa. 


To be honest, I felt sorry for 
those who missed out. 
There were a lot of sad faces 
around here last month, 
and I'd love as many of 

the squad to go to South 
Africa as possible. It's a 
great chance to develop 

as a player. 
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SHARP SHOOTER 
Striker Scott 
McDonald is 

desperate to break 
his scoring drought 
for his country. 
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ComePlay 


ON THE ONLINE STORE 


Check out the online 
store for great new 
products. Now available 
are ‘ComePlay!’ pens 
omd notepads-—anew 
range from BIC. The 
notepad is made from 

88 per cent post-consumer 
recycled fibre. The pens 
are produced using 
plastic from arenewable 
resource. Also in 
stockareBBQ aprons ‘ 
—perfect for summer 
barbies. See the 

latest gear at 
australia2018-2022 
.com.ou/store.aspx 
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Finding new 
talent 


he FFA‘sIndigenous 
Football Development 
Program (IFDP is 
a 10-year national 
plan to increase the number 
wof Indigenous people 
playing football. 
FFA CEO Ben Buckley is hoping 
to unearth Indigenous players 
who can compete at the top level. 


“We believe we have a 
responsibility to encourage 
more young people of 
Indigenous background to 
play football as a way to 
improve their life through 
better health, better education 
and improved skills,” he said. 

“Indigenous players from 
other sports show that success 
in sport has a very positive 
effect on the local community 
and we want football to have 
the same impact. 
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CHAMPIONS 
Yallorin of the 
North, winner of 
the inaugural 
Indigenous 
Football Festival. 


"Ofcourse, we also hope that 
we will find more talented 
young players who can goon 
to play at the highest level, 
such as the Qantas Socceroos 
and Westfield Matildas, as well 
as the Hyundai A-League, the 
Westfield W-League and our 
other competitions.” 

The 10-year aim of the program 
is to have at least five per cent 
of players in all national teams 
and major competitions of 
Indigenous background. 
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Your chance 


to meet 
Tim Cahill 


Donate $20 to UNICEF 

and you could win a trip to 
England to watch Tim Cahill 
play for Everton. 

If you would like to meet 
Qantas Socceroo star and 
watch him play in the Everton 
v Manchester United match at 
Goodison Park on February 
20, 2010, simply make a 
minimum $20 online donation 
to UNICEF's West Africa 
appeal between now and 
January 15, 2010, and describe 
why Cahill is one of your 
favourite Qantas Socceroos. 

The best entrant will win 
return economy flights for 
two people (from your nearest 
international airport) with 
Qanias, five nights’ twin-share 
accommodation, tickets and 
transfers to the game. 

See terms and conditions 
at unicef.org.au. 


Cahillin 
action. 


To enter, simply visit the 
competition page at 
unicef.org.au. 

UNICEF is the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
and relies entirely on 
voluntary donations and 
support from partners. 


The Hyundai A-League and 
Westfield W-League clubs wall 
show their support for UNICEF 
during the October round 
12and round four matches 
respectively, This weekend 
has been chosen tocelebrate 
Universal Children's Day on. 
October 28. 

The UNICEF rounds form 
part of the ongoing Level the 
Playing Field partnership 
between FFA and UNICEF 
Australia. Various initiatives 
will take place during the 
week tohelp raise awareness 
for UNICEF's work. 

One player from each 
Hyundai A-League and 
Westfield W-League team 
has beenchosen to become a 
UNICEF ambassador. These 
new UNICEF ambassadors 
have been working to support 
UNICEF and help the world’s 
most vulnerable children. All 
players aré showing their 
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support this weekend by 
weating blue armbands 
during the UNICEF matches. 

UNICEF Australia Chief 
Executive, Carolyn Hardy, 
thanked the players for their 
support. 

"We're delighted FFA is 
helping toraise much-needed 
awareness and funds for 
children and 
celebrate Universal 
Children’s Day insuch a 
fitting way —through the 
world game of football. 

“This is an opportunity 
for players and spectators 
to help UNICEF provide 
significant and lasting 
care to the world's 
vulnerable children.” 

Funds raised through 
UNICEF Australia’s 
partnership with FFA this 
season will be used to 
support healthy living for 
children in West Africa. 
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THEY RE BACK 
The second séason 
of the Westfield 
W-League kicked 
off on October 3. 


SEASON 2 


FOOTBALL WITH STYL 


W-LEAGUE.COM.AU 


Football 
with style 


he Westfield 
| W-League 
gives talented, 


elite female players the 
opportunity to play in a high- 
quality national competition. 

Now in its second season, 
the Westfield W-League 


season kicked off on 

Saturday, October 3. 

Competing teams in the 

2009 season are Brisbane 

Roar, Canberra United, Central 

Coast Mariners, Melbourne 

Victory, Newcastle Jets, Perth, 

Adelaide and Sydney FC. 
FFA’s Head of Women’s 

Football, Leeanne Grantham, 

said the women’s game 

has enjoyed a rapid rise 

in popularity. 


“Women’s football has been 
the fastest-growing team 
sport for girls for more than 
five years and is enjoyed by 
more than 100,000 women 
and girls in registered 
competition,” Grantham said. 

You can catch all the 
Westfield W-League action 
live and exclusive on ABC, 
on Saturdays at 3pm. For the 
latest fixtures and information, 
visit w-league.com.au. 


Your ticket 
to the 
World Cup 


WHIRL (noun, verb): the 
spinning action (movement) 
above one’s head to 
demonstrate their love for 
Hyundai A-League football. 
Hyundai's ‘I Love Football’ 
competition for the Hyundai 
A-League season 2009-10 is 
encouraging fans to ‘Give it 
a WHIRL for achance to take 
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off to the 2010 World Cup. 
Fans are being asked to 
submit a photo or video 

of them WHIRLING to be 
eligible for the following 
great prizes: 

Monthly major winners 

will receive a return trip 
and accommodation to the 
2010 A-League Grand Final. 
Winners will be selected by 
a panel based on creativity, 
originality and passion. 
Monthly minor winners will 
receive an autographed 
A-League playing 


shirt. Winners will be 
randomly selected from all 
submissions on the website 
every month. 
One major prize winner 
will receive a trip for two 
to the 2010 World Cup. 
This prize will be determined 
by votes cast for the six 
monthly winners during 
the finals series, with the 
winner to be announced 
at half-time of the 2010 
A-League Grand Final. 
‘Give it a WHiRL for 
achance to win these 


sensational prizes, courtesy 
of Hyundai, simply by 
submitting your entry to 
ilovefootball.com.au. 


AND YOU COULD TAKE OFF TO THE 
2010 FIFA WORLD CUP SOUTH AFRICA 
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ON DVD NOW! Fo%= 


» QANTAS SOCCEROOS 
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THEIR JOURNEY 
= TO 2010: 


The mini-series that follows the 

Socceroos on their road to the 

=) 2010 World Cup; all the qualifying 

action as Pim Verbeek’s squad 

fought for that vital qualification to 
) the Finals in South Africa in this 

) 2-disc set. 


Also included is a second 
bonus disc featuring the 
Qantas Socceroos v Japan 
game in its entirety and all the 
Qantas Socceroos big names, 
including Harry Kewell, as well 
as Tim Cahill and Lucas Neill. 
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Inthe biggest coup in the A-League’s short history, Australian star Jason Culina turned 


his back on Europe and joined new club Gold Coast United for the 2009-10 season. 
Back home and at the peak of powers, he is adamant his game will get even better. 


BY MICHAEL LYNCH 


ason Culina has only been back in his native 
Australia for a few months, but he has already 
heard enough from the doubters to last him 
a lifetime. 

He shouldn’t have come back just yet, the 
critics said. It’s far too early in his career. 

The 29-year-old, a regular at the last World Cup 
and a man with more than 20 European Champions 
League matches to his credit, was surely jeopardising 
not just his prospects for the 2010 World Cup, but the 
Qantas Socceroos to boot. He turned his back on the 
high-profile European game and a new contract offer 
from Dutch giant PSV Eindhoven in favour of a return 
to his home country to play for A-League newcomer 
Gold Coast United. 

How could he be prepared to man the trenches 
in the engine room of the Socceroo midfield in the 
white-hot environment of a World Cup group match 
if he hadn’t prepared by playing ina high-quality 
European league, the sceptics asked. 

Of course, those same naysayers rarely level the 
same critique at Craig Moore, the Brisbane Roar 
central defender and former Socceroo skipper, who 
is expected to form the lynchpin of the Australian 
backline in South Africa on exactly the same 
preparation. But then when was criticism ever 
measured — or often rational. 

Justified or not, Culina has heard it all - and is 
ignoring it. 

Rather than worrying about those who question his 
wisdom or ambition because of his decision to leave 
the European stage at the peak of his playing powers, 
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as he helps to build and develop the sport inthe _ 
country of his birth, Culina believes the sceptics 
have missed the point. 

He is, he says, only enhancing his skill set and 
developing himself as a player by plying his trade 
in the elite domestic competition. 

The eloquent Culina, aman who can marshall 
an argument as well as he strokes a through ball 
down the attacking channel for prolific goalscoring 
teammate Shane Smeltz, insists that he is broadening, 
not narrowing, his game with the Gold Coast. 

Coach Miron Bleiberg is allowing him to give more 
expression to his natural attacking talents - talents 
regularly demonstrated in his teenage days when 
he began to make his name as a skilful and creative 
youngster in the old NSL. 

But when former Socceroo boss Guus Hiddink 
brought him to Eindhoven after spells at Ajax and FC 
Twente in the Netherlands, and transformed him into 
a hard-working holding midfielder — a “screener” or 
“controller” as the Dutch prefer to call them - Culina’s 
attacking days seemed to become a thing of the past. 
He played the new role with distinction for both PSV 
and Australia. 

Yet those attacking instincts have never 
deserted him. While Australia’s coach Pim 
Verbeek will almost certainly ask him to play 
his usual role against the Netherlands and 
Oman, Culina can be relied upon to take any 
chances he gets in or around the penalty box 
with aplomb — if the pattern of the games 
allows him to get forward. } 


NEW LIFE 

Jason Culina 

is hungry for 
success with his 
new A-League 
club Gold 
Coast United. 
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“Tt was what the team 
needed at the time and Guus 
saw something different 
in me,” he says, recalling 
his changed role. “I really 
enjoyed playing in that 
position. It was great. But 
naturally Iam more of an 
attacking player. I love going 
forward, I love supporting 
the two front men. It is 
frustrating at times not to be 
able to play yourself in your 
natural position, but you do 
the job that the coach wants 
you to do.” 

Those who decry the 
standard of the A-League are 
way off target, insists Culina, 
who is the first national team 
regular to transfer back home 


at the high point of his career. 


Australian footballers are 
generally not rated as well 
as they should be, Culina 
suggests, and that applies to 
the A-League as a whole. In 
contrast, he argues, several 
overseas leagues are given 


a higher billing than they 
should get because of the 
excellence of a handful of 
their leading teams. 


i think I am still the 
fittest and sharpest 
guy in the national 
team and I have not 
dropped my game 
at all. [have too 
much pride in my 
game and in myself 
to do that. 


“T have always been bullish 
about the A-League in 
general. I think it’s growing 
and getting better and that 
Australian players in general 
are underestimated. I do 
believe honestly that we are at 
avery high level here and we 
just don’t get the opportunity 
to show it,” he says. 


“A lot of people, when they 
watch the English Premier 
League on television and 
watch the likes of Manchester 
United and Manchester City 
and Chelsea and Arsenal, 
imagine the rest of the English 
league is watching those four 
or five teams. And it’s not. I 
can tell you that it’s not. 

“Tt was also like that in 
Holland. We had some horrible 
games, and some very average 
teams playing there. It’s the 
same in England - it’s no 
different. If you take away the 
top few teams, you look at the 
rest, they are not all that high 
a standard. 

“We have been 
underestimated for along 
period of time, and it’s time to 
change that. We do have some 
very good players here capable 
of playing at a high level and a 
lot of people will be able to see 
that shortly.” 

Surely, though, Culina must 
have had some doubts about 
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WORLDFIRST 
Celebrating with 
Harry Kewell 
(far left) and Tim 
Cahill in the 2006 
World Cup against 
Croatia. 


the wisdom of coming home 
now rather than waiting 
until the 2010-2011 season? 
Especially after Verbeek had 
made his widely reported 
comment that the intensity 
of training and playing at a 
big European club - even in 
the reserve team ~ might be 
greater than playing first team 
football in Australia. 

“Not at all,” Culina shoots 
back. “I think I am still the 
fittest and sharpest guy in the 
national team and I have not 
dropped my game at all. 

“T have too much pride in 
my game and in myself to 
do that. I want to prove to 
myself that coming back here 
is not a drop in any level and 
I feel that 1 am becoming a 
better player now because I 
am expressing myself more 
and enjoying myself more. 
Anyone who thinks my level 
has dropped or will drop has 
got to be kidding. I will never 
let it happen. 
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“1 drive myself hard. I know 
that my football career is not a 
long one so, in the short time 
that I have to play football, I 
want to do my best. I want to 
show everybody just how good 
Iam. I have probably only got 
another five or six years left in 
me, so I want to give it my all 
and I want to show just how 
good 1 am and that I deserve 
to be where I am and achieve 
what I have.” 

Culina will, ifthe Australian 
game develops the way it 
should, occupy a pivotal 
position in its emerging history 
because of the stage in his 
career that he has come back. 
Several decorated Socceroos 
- Moore, Melbourne Victory 
captain Kevin Muscat and 
Brisbane midfielder Danny 
Tiatto to name but three - have 
also returned, but all were in 
their 30s when their days at the 
highest level in Europe were 
behind them. 

Culina is the poster boy of 
the A-League, but he is not at 
all perturbed by the weight of 
expectation that rests upon 
his shoulders. 

“Tt wasn’t that hard a 
decision. I had 10 years in 
Europe and I came back here 
basically for a new challenge. 
I had achieved what I wanted 
to in Europe and I wanted 
to do something different,” 
he says. “I enjoyed myself 
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Football 
matters 


Jason Culina shares his 
thoughts on his father 
Branko, the World Cup 

in South Africa and the 
‘Oranjification’ of the game 
in Australia. 

On his father Branko, coach 
of the Newcastle Jets and one 
of Australian football’s most 
respected figures: 

"His influence was enormous. 
Without him I wouldn't be 
playing football, that's for sure. 
What he's done in the past, all 
the coaching, all the time he's 
put into taking me to training, 
showing me certain things, 
encouraging me all the time. 
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GREEN AND BOLD 
Culina believes 
Australia can improve 
on its 2006 World 
Cup showing. 


immensely while I was over 
there and had some great 
challenges, but I just thought 
it was time for a bit of a 
change. I had been in Holland 
for 10 years and felt that a new 


Ifit wasn't for my father and 
my mother (Nada), I wouldn't 
be where lam, He's been 
unbelievable. Dad’s done a 
great job, andit's great tosee 
him backin the A-League.” 

On the Dutch influence in 

the local game, with coach 
Pim Verbeek, assistant Henk 
Duut and technical director 
Han Berger: 

“Tt's a fantastic thing for the 
game. Holland is one of the 
best footballing countries in 
the world, and they produce so 
many good players. Why not 
bring them along and teach us 
how to play the game? With the 
successes we have had with 
players in Europe, and in the 
World Cup with Guus Hiddink 
and then Pim Verbeek, why not 
bring more in and show us how 
to play the game?” 


atmosphere and a new bunch 
of crowds would freshen 
things up, so here lam. 

“I think it was the right 
decision. Players are always 
looking to go to the right club 


On Mile Sterjovski, friend and: 
former tedmmate who has also 
returned to the A-League: 

"He definitely won't harm. 

his World Cup prospects by: 
being inthe A-League. He's too 
professional and is likeme-he 
has too much pride tonot want 
todo his best. He wants to go 

to another World Cup. [have 
known Mile for many, many 
years. We played together at 
Sydney United, sol gobacka 
long time with him and he has 
the same attitudes as have.” 
Onhis move home to Gold 
Coast United: 

"We are anew team, but I don't 
believe we have to take our 
time. We have to go full throttle 
this year and try togain as 
much as we can. In the long 
run, it will benefit not only the 
club, but the city itself. PSV had 


for all of the right reasons. 

I was involved in a very 
successful team in Holland, 
winning championships, and 
playing in the Champions 
League. 

“T didn’t want to go 
somewhere where I wouldn’t 
be playing for championships, 
I knew that coming back 
here to the Gold Coast, after 
speaking to Miron and (owner) 
Clive Palmer, I knew they 
had the ambition to create a 
successful team and club here. 

“T wanted to be part of 
something that was going 
to be successful, and so far 
it’s gone well and I haven’t 
regretted my decision one 
bit. I did also have the 
opportunity to stay at PSV. I 
was offered a new deal there, 
so I could have remained 
in Europe, but I decided to 
come back here for the new 
challenge.” 

Most Australians follow the 
English Premier League, and 
most of the top Australian 
players have played (or still do) 
in the best-known league in 
the world. Culina didn’t and, 
as his view expressed on the 
standard of the top English 
division might suggest, he isn’t 
losing any sleep over it. 

“It’s not at all an unfulfilled 
ambition, not in any way. I 
never had any real ambition 
to play there. I always wanted 


alot of history and tradition, 

We don't, but we want tobe 

successful straightaway, 

All good teams should want 

tobe successiul.” 

On World Cup 2006 and the 

Qantas Socceroos’ hopes. 

for 2010: 

"T feel absolutely rapt 

that 1 was involved in the 

World Cup, but] want to do 

better this time around. We 

were alll young boys then, 

inexperienced at that level. 

Now we have the knowledge 

and experience. I feel we have 

avery good team and we can 

possibly do better. Every time 

Irepresent my country and 

the national team I treat itas 
‘s my last (game). Definitely 

playing in the World Cup 

is the pinnacle of every 

player's career.” 


THE SORCEROD C15) 


STAR ATTRACTION “Méiti7 
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schap (loan), 


to play ina club, be involved 
in aclub and a team that I felt I 
could progress in and do better 
in,” he reveals. 

“There were options along the 
way to go to England, but I just 
felt it wasn’t the right time and 
the right move and the right 
team for me, so I did knock 
back a couple of offers. 1 am 
always looking to better myself 
and be in an environment 
where I can express myself 
and get better. 

“I won’t name any teams, but 
it was clubs towards the bottom 
of the EPL table and there were a 
couple of Championship teams. 

“I always want to be involved 
ina team that wins things, 
like PSV, and play in the 
Champions League - and they 
were not going to do that. I 
hope by coming back to Gold 
Coast I can continue that. I 
feel we have a great chance 
of winning the championship 
and playing in the Asian 
Champions League next year. 

“Every player wants to 
test themselves against the 
best they can and, for us now 
in Asia, the ACLis a great 
club incentive.” 


Think! About your choices, Call Gambling Help on 1800 858 858. 


‘www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au 
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While Culina’s memories of 
the past two outings against 
Holland are good - a winin 
Eindhoven last year and a 1-1 
draw in Rotterdam just before 
the 2006 World Cup - he, like 
his international teammates, 
has disappointing memories 
of the last foray into the Asian 
Cup in 2007. 


I wanted to be 
part of something 
that was going to 
be successful. 


A last-gasp draw against 
Oman, a loss to Iraq and a 
win over Thailand ensured 
the Qantas Socceroos would 
make the knockout phase, but 
that’s where it ended against 
Japan in a penalty shootout 
defeat in Hanoi. 

While the new World Cup 
qualifying route through Asia 
ensured some testing workouts, 
it also gave the players great 
preparation and fresh insights 
for the Asian Cup qualifying 
campaign. And the key 
message, says Culina, is 
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FOOTBALL 
FEDERATION 
AUSTRALIA. 
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not to underestimate the 
quality of the opposition. 

Sure, Australia got the 
better of Japan in its World 
Cup qualifying group with a 
win in Melbourne and a draw 
in Tokyo, but it was held toa 
goalless draw by Indonesia 
in Jakarta and defeated by 
Kuwait in Canberra in its 
first two Asian Cup qualifiers 
this year. 

Admittedly, those past two 
matches did not feature all 
the leading European-based 
players, but the likes of Craig 
Moore and Archie Thompson 
were involved, and the results 
and challenges encountered 
in the Asian World Cup 
qualifying group show that 
nothing can be taken for 
granted. 

“There’s alot more games 
involved in Asia, a lot more 
travelling, you are going to a lot 
more different places you have 
never been to before in different 
conditions and environments,” 
Culina says. “It was all new 
to us and presented quite a 
challenge. Not scary, but 
things we didn’t know. We 
have to be on our game.” @ 
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YOU CAN STOP AT ENOUGH 
AND GO NO FURTHER, 

SATISFIED WITH BEING JUST 
ANOTHER NAME ON THE TEAMSHEET. 


dR YOU COULD BE THEIR WORST NIGHTMARE, 


THE ONE WHO CAN 
TURN A GAME IN AN INSTANT, 


WHO GLADLY TAKES THE PENALTY 

IN THE 90TH MINUTE. 

0 NOT ONLY BLEEDS FOR HIS TEAM, 
BUT BLEEDS INTO THEM. 


E THAT SEES THE PASS 
1 SEES, MAKES THE 


WHO TURNS DOUBT INTO BELIEF, 
ABUS RIDE HOME SPENT IN SILENCE, 


URNS DESPERATE INTO ONE SPENT IN 
ECISIVE ATTACK, DEAFENING CELEBRATION, 
BE THE ONE THAT THEY 
WORRY ABOUT DAYS BEFORE KICK-OFF, 


BE THE ONE THEY WANT 
INJURED IN THE WARM-UP. 
WHO BLURS THE LINE 
BETWEEN HATE AND RESPECT. 
WHO CAN NEVER BE STOPPED, 
ONLY FEARED. 


MAKE YOUR MARK 

ON EACH AND EVERY GAME. 
TODAY. TOMORROW. IN TRAINING. 
NEXT SATURDAY. 
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TO SOUTH AFRICA 


In June next year, Australia will take part in the greatest sporting show on earth: 
the 2010 FIFA World Cup. tony witson gives a taste of what's to come. 


ustralia’s final round of World Cup 
qualifying began on the Silk Road 
in Tashkent, and never really got off 
it. It is not meant to be this smooth. 
Nigeria needs a miracle to qualify. 
Powerhouses such as Portugal and 
France are still sweating. Argentina is fifth ina South 
American slugfest where only the top four nations 


are terrified. Just like we were 
last time. And the time before 


that. World Cup qualificationis Qatar in Doha was 
like a night at home 
cleaning the kitchen. 


meant to be terrifying. 

And yet this time it hasn’t been. 

Well, that’s not exactly true. 

In the first qualifying stage in Kunming, China, the 
brilliant Mark Schwarzer gave away and then saved a 
penalty that might have represented our bacon. And the 
away fixture with Bahrain in Manama (cue Muppets 
song) was a 92-minute horror show with an ending so 
unjust and so wonderfully unlikely that it could have 
barely surprised more had the camera panned back to 
Mark Bresciano with a full head of hair. 

But we kept winning. Nine points out of a possible 
nine. Then that brave draw with Japan after a difficult 
preparation in Yokohama. On June 6, 2009, we became 
the second country to earn qualification to South Africa, 
beaten out of first place only by the Blue Samurais 
enjoying an earlier kick-off time. 


(is) THE SOCCERSO 


go through automatically. Itsfans yyy 


And yet the nation barely paused to celebrate. 
If John Aloisi’s penalty was a pyrotechnic moment 
in the history of Australian sport, 0-0 against Qatar 
in Doha was like a night at home cleaning the 
kitchen. Yet the result was the same. As Fox Sports 
commentator Simon Hill put it when the final whistle 
blew that night: “It’s not quite the party that it was in 
Sydney four years ago, but it will mean just as much. 
The Socceroos are off to join the 
world’s biggest party - South Africa 


0-0 at home against here they come.” 


Hill has called all but one 
of Australia’s qualifiers in. 
this campaign and, in his 
view, the latest effort is even 
more meritorious than 2005. “People have really 
underestimated how difficult this qualification 
was because the Socceroos made it look so easy. It’s 
sometimes difficult for people back home to understand 
how hot it is in Qatar, or how body-sapping the altitude 
was in China,” he says. 

“While it’s fair to say Australia did have the more 
straightforward of the two Asian groups, it was a road 
full of potential potholes - and they managed to avoid 
most of them.” 

In Germany in 2006, our 32-year absence from the 
World Cup finals meant fans couldn’t realistically 
expect anything. Those mad 10 minutes against 
Japan would alone have been enough. } 


UNITED FRONT 
As the Australian team 
warms up before the 
World Cup qualifier 
F against Iraq in June 
= 2008, Australian fans 


2 AK show their support. 
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But then there was an even 
better performance against 
Brazil, and the unforgettable 
heroics against Croatia. The 
Qantas Socceroos didn’t just fall 
into the second round; they 
deserved to be there. And then 
came Kaiserslautern part II and 
Italy and a penalty that broke 
our hearts — if only because it 
was such an imperfect end to 
such a near-perfect tournament. 
We couldn’t complain (actually 
we could complain, and did!), 
but when we had all cooled 
down, we feted Guus Hiddink 
and the players, and dared to 
wonder if Australia might 

have stuck a Blundstone into 
the tiny puddle containing 
football’s elite. 


Expectations have changed 
this time around. Pim Verbeek 
has stated his sights are set on 
the last eight and beyond. The 


Midddddddddddddddddddddttttildr 
Expectations have 
changed this 

time around. Pim 
Verbeek has stated 
his sights are set 
on the last eight 
and beyond. 


captain, Lucas Neill, is making 
similar noises, as though a 
failure to progress further 

than 2006 would constitute 
stagnation ~ an inability to atone 
for the pain inflicted 
by Italy. 


And yet getting out of the 
group stage will still be a 
major achievement. This time, 
Australia will fly under nobody’s 
radar. It was different in 
Germany. Who could forget USA 
coach Bruce Arena labelling the 
Socceroos, alongside Trinidad 
and Tobago, as the weakest 
teams at the tournament? Fans 
of other countries adopted us 
as their second team because 
of the way Hiddink had us 
playing, and because we were 
that beloved thing in sport - an 
overachieving underdog. But 
now the team’s stellar form has 
lifted our world ranking to 
the mid-teens (Australia 
reached its highest spot of 


SSS 


Westie 


14" in September 2009). We 
are for the first time a genuine 
threat, a contender. In South 
Africa, the rest of the world 
will be ready. 

Having said that, our boys 
should be ready too. Another 
great advantage of taking the 
high road to qualification is 
that Pim can now experiment 
with personnel and formations. 
Already we have seen new 
names such as Rhys Williams, 
Shane Stefanutto, Nikita 
Rukavytsya, Dario Vidosic and 
Matthew Spriranovic. There’s 
also a chance for middle-tier 
players who weren’t part of 
the 2006 campaign to press 
their claims - players such 
as Brett Holman, Jade North, 
David Carney, Scott McDonald 
and Nick Carle. The FFA has 
already scheduled five matches 
between October and March. 
Four of these will be Asian Cup 
qualifiers and so the selectors 
for South Africa will scrutinise 
players under tournament 
pressure. The core of the squad, 
though, will be the same as it 
was for Germany. 

For mine, our four best 
players are still Tim Cahill, 
Harry Kewell, Schwarzer 
and Neill. The next five are 
more debatable, but are 
probably Brett Emerton, 
Luke Wilkshire, 


WORLD BEATERS 
From left, Craig Moore, 
Tim Cahill and Harry 
Kewell show their 
delight against Croatia 
in the 2006 World Cup. 
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Vince Grella, Jason Culina 

and Bresciano ~ all veterans 

of 2006. Josh Kennedy is still 
our best game-breaker. Craig 
Moore, at 33, and back from 
international retirement, still 
looks the best option alongside 
Neill. Should we be celebrating 
this remarkable stability or 
panicking over our apparent 
failure to unearth the next 

big thing? Or doing both? 
Celebrating because World 

Cup finals experience is rare 
and invaluable; panicking 
because old legs get tired, and 
because a fan’s default position 
for contemplating W orld Cup 
performance is panic. 

Simon Hill admits to being a 
pessimist by nature, and says 
that he is worried too. “I know 
Pim is aiming for the last eight, 
but [reckon another second- 
round exit would be a major 
success. A lot depends upon the 
draw,” he says. 

“They will miss (Mark) Viduka 
(in all likelihood), whose 
experience and hold-up play 
against strong teams would have 
been so useful. 

“There are questions marks 
over the centre of defence, and 
can Pim overcome his cautious 
nature and really go foritif 
needs be?” 

But as Hillis only too quick to 
point out, Australia’s recent form: 
says there’s cause for optimism 
too. The first team to qualify im 
Burope was the Netherlands, 
and Pim’s men beat them 2-1 


in Eindhoven last September. 
The other best-credentialled 
team in Asia is Japan, and the 
Australians had its measure 
not just in that famous match 
at Kaiserslautern, but in the 
final qualifying fixture at the 
MCG. We have genuine quality: 
“Super, Super Tim’ would get a 
game for any national team on 
the planet. Kewell still has the 
pace and skill to beat defenders 
and manufacture miracles. 


Wdldddtdddddddddddddddddtdtittd, 
We have genuine 
quality: ‘Super, 
Super Tim’ would 
get a game for any 
national team 

on the planet. 


Schwarzeris a phenomenon, 

as evidenced by 670 minutes in 
second-stage qualifying without 
conceding a goal. And perhaps 
the most important of the lot 

is Neill, who showed on the 
biggest stage in Germany what 
he is worth. If any of those four 
get injured ... 

But if depth is our weakness, 
in Hill’s view, spirit and 
resilience is our great strength. 
“] know it’s an old chestnut, 
but the spirit of this team ts 
phenomenal,” he says. 

“To get some Of the results they 
have intecent years shows just 
how hard they work for each 
other, how much pride they 
have in playing for their country, 


IN THE MIX 

Will Brett Holman 
be going to the 
World Cup? 


and how much they trust Pim 
Verbeek.” 

I trust Verbeek too. Even in as 
banal a forum as a post match 
interview, he speaks with a 
measured authority, tossing 
around reasoned analysis with 
support for his boys and just 
enough English syntax errors to 
keep us all entertained, If Pim 
is ever stupid enough to venture 
online, he’ll discover a blazing 
debate on whether we should 
play a single man up front, 
or whether this set-up is too 
defensive. But given his record 
and the fact of qualification, few 
could dispute the FFA picked 
the right man. We love him. 
The Qantas Socceroos are one 
of the country’s best-performed 
national teams this year. For 

that, Verbeek deserves much 
ofthe credit. 

Tt will be interesting to see 
how many A-League players 
Verbeek selects in the final 
squad of 23. Barring injury, 
Culina and Moore appear to 
be certainties. Mile Sterjovski 
and Chris Coyne are well in 
contention. 

A headache for Verbeek is 
that some of these players. 
finish their seasons as early as 
February 2010, leaving them 
short of match practice for a 
tournament starting in June. 

The solution? My answer 
is that the whole lot of them 
are loaned to Melbourne 
Victory for its Asian 
Champions League 
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CLL bd 
Who's 

on the 
plane? 


Pim Verbeek and the 
selectors will choose a 
23-man squad for the 
2010 FIFA World Cup. 


Certainties 

Mark Schwarzer (gk) 
Lucas Neill (def) 
Luke Wilkshire (def) 
Mark Bresciano (mid) 
‘Tim Cahill (mid) 
Jason Culina (mid) 
Brett Emerton (mid) 
Vince Grella (mid) 
Josh Kennedy (fwd) 
Harry Kewell (fwd) 
Scott McDonald (fwd) 


Probables 


Brad Jones (gk) 

Scott Chippertield def) 
Craig Moore (def) 

Jade North det) 

David Camey (mid) 
Brett Holman (mid) 
Carl Valen (mid) 


Possibles 

Adam Federici (gk) 

Ante Covic (gk) 

Michael Beauchanip (def) 
Chris Coyne (def) 
Patrick Kisnorbo (def) 
Adrion Madaschi def) 
Mark Milligan (def) 
Shane Stefanutto (def) 
Jacob Burns (mid) 

Nick Carle (mid) 
Richard Garcia (mid) 
Mile Jedinak (mid) 

Mile Sterjovski (mid) 
Rhys Williams (mid) 
Bruce Djite (fwd) 

Nikita Rukavytsya (fwd) 
Archie Thompson (fwd) 


Smokies 

Michael Petkovic (gk) 
Shane Lowry (def) 
Matthew Spiranovic (def) 
Dario Vidosic (fwd) 

Mark Viduka (fwd) 
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campaign. The FFA and 

the national selectors 

will probably settle for them 
being loaned anywhere. 

Lastly, a footballing topic 
on which I can speak with 
authority. For all those 
undecided about whether 
to book their annual leave for 
June next year, do it! 

I’ve heard from the ‘It won't 
be as good as Germany’ camp. 
I’ve heard from the ‘I might 
just wait for Brazil in 2014” 
collective. My experience 
at France 1998 and Germany 
2006 tells me that it is virtually 
impossible for a football fan 
to be unhappy at a World Cup. 
Itis Disneyland for sports 
fans. Indeed, it’s the ‘It’s a 
Small World’ ride played 
over a month - joyous, 
inclusive, a reason to have faith 
in humanity’s ability to connect 
across cultures and creeds. 

It would be great even 
without the Socceroos, but 
the fact they have qualified is 
such a sweetener. This golden 
generation of footballers remains 
intact for one last campaign. 

Get on board. South Africa 
2010 will be unforgettable. 


What's next? 
THE KEY DATES IN THE COUNTDOWN 


TOP OF THE 

TO SOUTH AFRICA. —— 
October 10, 2009 Qantas Socceroos v Reigning 
Netherlands, Sydney champion Italy 

Football Stadium, will fancy its 

Sydney chances of 

October 14, 2009 Qantas Socceroos v Betcaning 


the trophy. 


Oman, Etihad Stadium, 
Melbourne 


November 14,2009 Omanv Qantas 
Socceroos, 
Muscat 


December 4,2009 FIFA World Cup Draw, 
Cape Town 


January 6, 2010 Kuwait v Qantas 
Socceroos, Kuwait City 


March 3, 2010 Qantas Socceroos v 
Indonesia, Suncorp 
Stadium, Brisbane 


May 2010 World Cup squad 
selected; international 
friendly at MCG 
(opponent and date TBC) | 


June 2010 Squad travels to 
camp in South Africa 
(base city TBC) 


June 11-July 11, World Cup finals in 
2010 South Africa 


Australian Government 


AUSTRALIAN 
INSTITUTE OF SPORT 


Australian Sports Commissi 


Find us on 


Facebook facebook.com/theAlS 


on 


p 
WORLD CUP Es 
SOUTH AFRICA 


information 


HTS 


check Website for details 
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FC Asian Cup 


Group A 

Bahrain, which is on course to 
qualify for the World Cup for the 
first time if it can overcome New 
Zealand in the Oceania/Asia 
play-off, has made a bright start 
to its qualifying campaign with 
amaximum six points from 

two games. 

The Bahrainis got things 
under way in January with 
a3-1 win over Hong Kong, a 
result that would have been 
expected. But it was their 
next performance which 
sent shockwaves through the 
qualifying group as they saw 
off Asian powerhouse Japan 
in Manama later that month, 

a first-half goal from Salman. 
Issa enough to give the tiny 
Persian Gulf country a crucial 
victory. The Japanese might not 
have fielded their best possible 
first-choice line-up, but it was a 
strong team nonetheless. 

Japan earlier made heavy 
weather of beating Yemen 2-1 
in Kumamoto in its opening 
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Agroup-by-grou 
qualifiers on the road to 


match, goals to Okazaki Shinji 
and Tanaka Tatsuya sealing 
the points. Yemen will fancy its 
chances, however, as it still has 
to face Bahrain twice and Japan 
at home. Second-half substitute 
Akram Al-Selwi scored in the 
51st minute to earn a 1-0 win 
over Hong Kong. 


Results: Japan 2 Yemen 1, Hong 
Kong 1 Bahrain 3, Yemen 1 Hong 
Kong 0, Bahrain 1 Japan 0. 

Next fixt : Japan v Hong 
Kong (October 8), Yemen v 
Bahrain (November 14). 


Group B 
Far from a walk in the park for 
regional heavyweight Australia, 
Group B has proved rather 
embarrassing so far for Pim 
Verbeek’s side as it sits bottom 
of the table with only one point 
from two games. 

Verbeek has had to rely on 
locally based players from 
the A-League, and they have 
struggled, drawing 0-0 in 


p update from the A 


Jakarta against Indonesia in 
January and then crashing to 
asurprise defeat at home to 
Kuwait in March. 

Ina tight group, Oman leads, 
having beaten Kuwait 1-0 in 
Kuwait City, courtesy of Hassan 
Rabia’s second-half goal. The 
Kuwaitis, thanks to their 1-0 
win in Canberra, are second, 
while Indonesia is a point 
ahead of the Qantas Socceroos 
after two scoreless draws, the 
other coming in Muscat against 
Oman. 

If Australia is to get its 
campaign back on track, it 
has to grab three points in 
Melbourne against the Omanis 
and then take at least a point 
from the return fixture in 
November. Failure to qualify for 
the finals would be a disaster 
for a nation that aims to host the 
2015 version. 


Results; Oman 0 Indonesia 0, 
Kuwait 0 Oman 1, Indonesia 0 
Australia 0, Australia 0 
Kuwait 1. 


Qatar 2011. By MICHAEL LYNCH 


GULF IN 

CLASS? 

Khaled Matar 
surges forward in. 
Kuwait's shock 1-0 
win over Australia 
in Canberra 

in March. 


Next fixtures: Australia v 
Oman (October 14), Kuwait v 
Indonesia (November 14). 


Group C 
It’s a race between two teams - 
Uzbekistan and the United Arab 
Emirates — in Group C, with 
Malaysia seemingly serving as 
the whipping boy, India, which 
was the fourth team in this 
group, has already progressed 
to the finals (alongside host 
Qatar and the top three teams 
from the 2007 Asian Cup - Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia and South Korea), 
after winning the 2008 AFC 
Challenge Cup, a tournament for 
emerging footballing nations. 
The Indians defeated Tajikistan 
4-1 in the final in New Delhi 
after the latter had surprisingly 
defeated North Korea in the 
semi-final. The winner of the 
2010 AFC Challenge Cup will 
also get an automatic berth in 
the finals. 

The Uzbeks are in the box seat 
in Group C, having defeated 


the UAE 1-0 at the Al Sharjah 
Stadium, thanks to Farhod 
Tojiyev’s first-half goal in 
January. The UAE smashed five 
past Malaysia in the opening 
game in Kuala Lumpur. 


Res Malaysia 0 United 
Arab Emirates 5, United Arab 
Emirates 0 Uzbekistan 1. 
ixtures: Uzbekistan 

v Malaysia (November 14), 
Malaysia v Uzbekistan 
(November 18). 


Group D 

An intriguing group in which 
Syria, China or Vietnam could 
make it through, although 

the pressure will be on the 
Chinese to start delivering. 
Qualification for the 2002 World 
Cup promised much, but the 
Chinese have failed to 


KUWAIT 
INDONESIA. 
AUSTRALIA 


UZBEKISTAN 
MALAYSIA 


Team 
SYRIA 
CHINA 
VIETNAM 


LEBANON 


build on that achievement. 

Syria tops the standings with a 
maximum six-point haul from 
the first two games, having 
beaten China 3-2 in Aleppo 

(with the help of two first-half 
penalties) and Lebanon 2-0 away 
from home. 

Vietnam, surprise quarter- 
finalist in the last Asian Cup, 
started strongly with a 3-1 win 
over Lebanon in Hanoi, but then 
crashed 6-1 to China in foggy 
conditions, with striker Gao Lin 
bagging a hat-trick. 

If Syria can win in Hanoi next 
month, it will have an excellent 
chance of going through, but 
the Vietnamese — backed by 
their fanatical home fans ~ will 
be desperate to regroup and 
rekindle their chances. 


Results: Syria 3 China 2, 
Vietnam 3 Lebanon 1, China 6 
Vietnam 1, Lebanon 0 Syria 2. 


res: Lebanon v China 
(November 14), Vietnam v Syria 
(November 14). 


Nex! 


Group E 

Another group which throws 

up myriad possibilities. All 

four teams have a chance of 
progressing. Iran is favourite, 
however, sitting on top with four 
points from two games. 

The Iranians defeated 
Singapore easily (6-0) at the 
Azadi Stadium in Tehran, 
where the visitors collapsed 
in the second period. Iran, 
which had a poor 2010 World 
Cup qualifying campaign, and 
then took a useful point with a 
scoreless draw against Thailand 
in Bangkok. 

The Singaporeans got 
themselves back on track after 
their mauling at the hands of 
Iran by defeating Jordan 2-1 at 
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home in the National Stadium. 
The Thais are unbeaten after 
two games, having earned a 
point in Amman, courtesy 
of a scoreless draw with the 
Jordanians before another 
draw against Iran. 

The Thais are difficult to 
break down, but need to 
improve their firepower if they 
are to finish in one of the top 
two spots. Iran should qualify 
with home games against Jordan 
and Thailand to come. Singapore 
must beat the Thais at home 
and get some sort of result in 
Amman inits final game to 
have much chance. 


Results: Iran 6 Singapore 0, 
Jordan 0 Thailand 0, Singapore 
2 Jordan 1, Thailand 0 Iran 0. 


Next fixtures: Iran v Jordan 
(November 14), Singapore v 
Thailand (November 14). @ 


FLYING HIGH 
China will hope for 
more goals from Sun 
Xiang, who scored 
against Australia 
last June. 


iWe’re 

doubling 
jyour ATM 
| locations 


NAB and rediATM have now joined forces, 
so your money just got closer 


Find your nearest ATM at nab.com.au/rediatm 
or SMS your suburb and state to 199 55 286° 


rediATM  InEVed 


SMS costs 55c including GST. Cardholders who do not have premium phone line SMS enabled will not be able to access this service. ©2009 National Australia Bank Limited ABN 12 004 044 937 AFSL 230686 NAR2765 


Joining the Asian 
Australian footbal 


elcome to 
only the 
second 
home 
game of 
the Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC) 
2011 Asian Cup qualifying 
campaign for the Qantas 
Socceroos ~— and the first 
in Melbourne. 

We are also delighted to 
welcome Oman to Australia 
for the first time. 

There have been many 
landmork occasions for 
football in Australia in recent 
years, butnone quite as 
significant for the long-term 
benefit of the game than our 
membership of the AFC. 

Justas Australia’s future is 
Closely linked! with Asia, so 
toois the future of Australien 
football, andithis is cursecond 
opportunity to participate im 
the AFG Asicn @up. 


Football Confederation ha 
{land will impact the 


game at alllevels. 


High-quality opposition 
benefits the entire football 
fomily in Australia, It helps us 
improve our own standards, 
quality of play, coaching and 
facilities; and, as the quality of 
our national teams improves, 
the impact will be felt down the 
line to the grassroots players, 
which, turning full circle, gives 
us a larger pool of potential 
players for the national teams. 

Being a member of the 
AFC also gives Australian 
fans a feast of football to enjoy, 
and more opportunity than 
ever before to show support 
for the Qantas Socceroos, 
and to bring games to cities 
and regions which do 
not often see top-level 
international football. 

Thankyou to all our parimers 
fortheir ongoing support. 

Thisis avery important 
maich tor both teams and] am 
sure we.can look forward to 
@eompetitive and enjoyable 
tmatchicr all: 
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GAME DAY SECTION 


FIGHTING POVERTY 
Vince Grella (centre) 
and Sarah Walsh 
(right) are supporters of 
the IGOAL campaign. 


he FFA has signed 

on tothe worldwide 

campaign to change 

the lives of children 
in poverty through improving 
access to education. 

1GOAL is the official 
campaign of the 2010 FIFA World 
Cup and aims toremind world 
leaders of their commitment 
to universal education as 
part of the achievement ofthe 
United Nations Millennium 
Development Goals. 

"Football Federation Australia 
is proud tosupportthe IGOAL 
campaign partnering with 
FIFA, the Australian Government 
and others around the world,” 
said FFA CEO Ben Buckley. 

“IGOAL is a global campaign 
in partnership with the 2010 
FIFA World Cup which urges 
all football fans to help make a 
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difference by calling on world 
leaders to make education 

a priority and areality for 
children around the world.” 

Buckley said UN data shows 
that 75 million children around 
the world do not attend school 
—and half ofthese are in the 
African continent. 

"Next year's FIFA World Cup in 
South Africa gives all ofusin the 
football world an opportunity 
to highlight this issue while the 
world spotlight is on both Africa 
and football,” he said. 

“Education is an important 
policy objective in any society 
to ensure that people have 
the best possible opportunity 
to reach their potential.” 

Qantas Socceroo and 
Blackburn Rovers midfielder, 
Vince Grella, and Westfield 
Matilda and Sydney FC striker, 


Sarah Walsh, are supporters of 
the campaign. 

"We're not asking for money," 
said Grella, “We're just asking 
all football foms to join our 
team and add their name to 
WO LL dddldie 
UN data shows 75 
million children 
around the world do 
not attend school. 


millions of others around the 
world urging governments to 
remember their commitment 
to education forall” 

Walsh said it was vital that 
girls were given the chance to 
go to school also. 

"Education is the key 16: 
helping to eradicate poverty 
and to build communities for 
boys and girls,’ she said. 


"Please help us give every 
child a fair chance feby 
signing on ‘o joinlgoal.ong.” 

The 1IGOALcampaignis 
supported by governments 
around the world, as well as 
the football community and 
footballers, and leading NGOs 
amd celebrities. 

Tonight, Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd will take partin the global 
launch of the IGOAL campaign: 
by video link along withthe 
UN Secretary-General Ban: 
Kiamoon, the President ofFIBA 
Sepp Blatter, Queen Rania 
ofjordan, UK Prime Munster 
Gordon Brown, President Jacob) 
Zama of South Abica and: 
President John Attao: Ghana, 

Austrian football players 
will be featured on the 
jointgoal.org website along: 
with other stays of the game: 
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ERIC O'REEFE 


The remarkable story of the 2002 


Melbourne Cup, and Damien Oliver’s 
triumph on Media Puzzle 


OUT NOW IN ALL GOOD BOOKSTORES 


Order now at slatterymedia.com/books 
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SNACK ON THE TASTIEST BITS 
OF AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL. 
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NB 


As proud sponsor of Football Federation Australia, Optus will continue to bring Super 


Sports Pack customers the latest match news and highlights for $3.99 per month. 
(Plus 22¢ flagfall per data session for pre-paid customers.) 
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SMS ‘SOCCER’ to 966° (Charges apply) es ic ag OPTUS 
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Sa 


Terms & Conditions: *SMS to 964 costs 25¢. Browsing charges apply to click on reply message, including a 22¢ flagfall for pre-paid customers. You must have a compatible 
handset to receive a WAP push message. You will be charged $3.99 per month. This includes unlimited access to the Service (does not include access to any other Optus 
content or the Optus Zoo landing page). You can cancel your Super Sports Pack subscription at any time by clicking on the Sport Icon on the Optus Zoo Mobile WAP site and 
following the prampts under My Subscriptions. There is no refund if you cancel before your monthly subscription ends. Optus Mobile Fair Go™ policy applies. Standard GPRS 

charges apply to navigate to your pack. You must be in a 3G or dual band coverage area with a compatible handset to access this service. Optus Dual Band service: Refers 
to our 2100MHz/900MHz network. Optus dual band handset/device can provide access to 36 services in the Optus dual band coverage area. Optus 3G Services: Refers to 

our 2100MHz network. Optus 3G handset/device can provide access to 36 services only in the Optus 3G coverage area. For full coverage information, go to www.optus.com/ 
coverage. Full details at www.optuszoo.com.au/mobile OPTUS7547/OSSF 
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After success in the 

Gulf Cup of Nations, football 
in Omanis on the rise, 

and the visitors will fancy 
their chances against 
Australia tonight. 


BY MICHAEL LYNCH 


man comes to 
Melbourne for only 
its second ever 
clash with Asian 
heavyweight Australia, and 
its first in this country, in 
fine form and optimistic it 
can qualify for the Asian Gup 
finals for the third time 
in suecession. 


The emerging nation from 
the football-crazy Persian 
Gulf region sits atop Group 
B, having snared four points 
from its opening two matches 
-agoalless draw at home to 
Indonesia and an impressive 
1-0 win away to Middle Eastern 
neighbour Kuwait. 

The double-header against 
the Qantas Socceroos at Etihad 
Stadium tonight and exactly 
amonth later in Muscat, the 
Oman capital, will surely 
determine the Omanis’ fate. After 
that, they face what looms asa 
difficult trip to Jakarta to take on 
tudonesia before finishing up 
witha Clash against Kuwait at home. 


Football in Oman is on 
something of a high at the 
moment, with the country 
scoring its first major 
Miliiidillittiidliidiiilildds 
The emerging 
nation from the 
football-crazy 
Persian Gulf 
region sits atop 
Group B. 
tournament victory in January 
when it hosted and took out 
the Gulf Cup of Nations, a 
prestigious competition for 
Middle Eastern countries. 
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RISING FORCE 
Husain Al-Ghailani 
(right) is a key player 
in the in-form 
Oman team. 


Along the way, the Omanis 
smashed the reigning Asian 
champion Iraq 4-0, beat 
Bahrain, a country that is 
just two matches away from 
qualifying for the World Cup 
with an Oceania/Asia play-off 
against New Zealand next month, 
and defeated Australia’s regular 
rival Qatar in the semi-final. 

In the final, Oman was the 
underdog, despite being the host 
nation, as it was pitted against 
regional powerhouse Saudi 
Arabia. But the hosts frustrated 
the Saudis and, when the game 
finished at 0-0, Oman heldits 
nerve and won the penalty 
shootout 6-5. 
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OMAN SQUAD AS PROVIDED BY THE OMAN FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 


Mohammed Gros Emad Ali 
eS Rabee Al-Noobi = Al-Hosni 
Ali Abdullah = Bader 
a Al-Habsi - Mubarak 
Al-Maymani 
a] Mohammed 
a. Huwaidi it Hassan Rabee 
¢ Al-Hooti <> Al-Hosni 
io FawziBasheer (- Hashim 
Bait Doarbeen ,- + Mohammed 
Saleh 
Khalifa a 
ge > Aayel Jaber 
Al-Noafli ati 2 Mohammed 
Al-Oaisi 
Mohammed ¥ 
4° = Abdullah , Hussain Ali 
Al-Balushi «¥i> Al-Hadhari 
Ahmed } Saad Suhail 
se Mubarak a Al-Mukhaini 
Al-Mehaigri 
(-} Ismaeel 
er Suleiman 
ne Al-Ajmi 


Husain Yousif 
Al-Ghailani 


Ahmed 
Hadeed 
Al-Mukhaini 


Qasim Said 
Sangoor 


Muheeb Ezzat 
Al-Balushi 


Aman Yunis 
Aman 


Mohammed 
Al-Theeb Suroor 


GOALSCORERS 


SMS ‘Go Qantas Socceroos’ and your full name to 1979 9799, 
for your chance to win a trip for two to Melbourne in May 2010. 


Australian residents only, aged 18 years or over. Promotion for the Sydney game opens 1730 (AEST) 10/10/09 and ends 
9130 (AEST) 12/10/09, Promotion for the Melboumte game opens 1730 (AEST) 14/10/09 and ends 2130 (AEST) 
5/10/09, Winner willbe notified by phone and published in The Australian on 19/10/09. If the winner resides in Melbourne 
the airfare and accommodation elements of the prize will be forfeited, Full terms and conaiitions at gantas.comy/footballterms 
authorised under NSW Permit No LTPS/09/08793. Qantas Ainways Limited ABN 16 009 661 901. 
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SOLO, SOLO DEVICE, AND GAME ON DEVICE ARE TRADE MARKS USED UNDER LICENCE IN AUSTRALIA BY SCHWEPPES AUS) 


.  iversity is the word when 

\ it comes to the Qantas 
) Socceroos. The 24 players 
who were named in 
ame Pim Verbeek’s squad for 
tonight’s match against Oman might all play 
international football for Australia but, when 
it comes to club football, they are dotted in 
different corners of the globe. 

Together, they play for 22 clubs in 12 
different countries. England is by far the 
most popular nation of choice, with six 
players earning a living with Premier 
League clubs, a couple more in the 
Championship, and Patrick Kisnorbo for 
table-topping Leeds United in League One. 


But after that, it’s like the start line of an 
Olympic marathon: all manner of countries 
are represented. 

David Carney and Brett Holman play in the 
Netherlands, just to the east there’s Dario 
Vidosic in Germany, with Mark Bresciano 
and Carl Valeri down south in Italy. 

Ante Covic is in Sweden, Scott 
Chipperfield in Switzerland, and Scott 
McDonald in Scotland. Approaching the 
eastern boundaries of Europe, you'll find 
Harry Kewell and Mile Jedinak (both 
playing in Turkey), and Luke Wilkshire 
(Russia), while you have to go all the way 
to the Far East to track down Josh Kennedy 
(Japan) and Mark Milligan (China). 


TOGETHER AGAIN 
Members of tonight's 
Australian squad 
play club footballin 
12 countries. 


Only two members of the squad — Jason 
Culina and Craig Moore - play in their home 
nation, for A-League sides Gold Coast United 
and Brisbane Roar respectively. 

Oman’s squad is yet to spread its wings so 
extensively, although two players, Ali Al- 
Habsi and Emad Al-Hosni, play for European 
clubs - Bolton Wanderers in England and 
Charleroi in Belgium. 

Truth be told, it’s simply a sign of football’s 
global appeal that players travel far and 
wide to earn their trade, and are no longer 
satisfied just to stay at home. 

Tonight, though, regardless of where they 
play, the Qantas Socceroos will all be as one, 
playing for the green and gold. 
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The 
Players 


Pim Verbeek 
selected a 24-man 
squad for tonight’s 
match against 
Oman, made up of 
two goalkeepers, 
seven defenders, 

Il midfielders and 
four strikers. 


Shane Lowry 
AGE: 20 

Lue: ASTON VILLA (ENG) 
APPEARANCES: 0 

The surprise selection of 
the Qantas Socceroos 
squad, Lowry received 
his first Australian 
call-up after pledging 
his future tothe green 
and gold in September, 
having previously 
represented the Republic 
of Ireland at junior 
levels. The highly rated 
defender joined English 
Premier League side 
Aston Villa at 15, and is 
currently on loan with 
Plymouth Argyle in the 
English Championship. 


Ante Covic 
AGE: 34 


ius: IF ELFSBORG (SWE) 


APPEARANCES: 2 

Now representing IF 
Elfsborg in Sweden, 
Covic has the 
experience of two 
national caps. The 
veteran surprised many 
tocome into the Qantas 
Socceroos squad for the 
‘World Cup qualifiers 


against Uruguay in 2005. 


Renowned for having a 


safe pair of hands, Covic 


won the 2007 Grand 
Final with Newcastle 
Jets in the A-League 
before making the move 
overseas to Sweden. 


Mark Milligan 
AGE: 24 


Lue: SHANGHAI 
SHENHUA (C1 


APPEARANCES: 8 
Milligan made his 
Qantas Socceroos 
debut in 2006 after 
gaining experience as 
the country’s under-23 
skipper. The tough 
defender went on to play 
a prominent role in the 
2007 Asian Cup, but 

has since had limited 
opportunities. After 
stints in the A-League 
with Sydney FC and 
Newcastle Jets, he is 
now with Chinese side 
Shanghai Shenhua, and 
has played in the AFC 
Champions League. 


Mark 
Schwarzer 
AGE: 37 


ciwis: FULHAM (ENG) 


APPEARANCES: 70 

The most-capped 
Australian goalkeeper 
in history, Schwarzer 
continues to defy his age 
and be one of the most 
consistent players for 
the Qantas Socceroos. 
Currently playing for 
Fulham after leaving 
Middlesborough at 

the end of the 2007-08 
season, Schwarzer is a 
great shot-stopper from 
close range, typified by 
his memorable efforts in 
the World Cup qualifiers 
in 2005. 


Craig Moore 
AGE: 33 


CLwe: BRISBANE ROAR 
(AUS) 


APPEARANCES: 43 
Aregular defender for 
the Qantas Socceroos 
since making his 
debut in 1995, Moore's 
presence down back 
continues to prove 
valuable. Cool under 
pressure, but also a 
tough tackler, he was 
vital in helping Australia 
progress to the second 
round in the last World 
Cup, scoring a penalty 
against Croatia. Moore 
returned home to 
capiain Brisbane Roar 
in 2007. 


Scott 
Chipperfield 
AGE: 33 


CLUB: FC BASEL (SWZ) 
APPEARANCES: 6] 
Chipperfield began 

his career at the 
Wollongong Wolves, 
and played a starring 
tole in back-to-back NSL 
titles for the club in 2000 
and 2001. He attracted 
overseas interest, and 
moved to FC Basel 

in the Swiss league, 
where he has enjoyed 
significant success. On 
the international stage, 
Chipperfield has been a 
reliable defender, who is 
also capable of playing 
as a midfielder. 


et 
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Lucas Neill 
AGE:31 


CLUB:EVERTON (ENG) __ 
APPEARANCES: 50 

Neill recently joined 
international teammate 
Tim Cahill at Everton, 
having left English 
Premier League outfit 
West Ham. A leader 

on and off the field, 

he proved himself 

as an elite player at 

the last World Cup, 
demonstrating his 
ability as a strong 
defender who is capable 
inthe air but alsoa 
smart playmaker. Neill 
captained Australia 
throughout its World Cup 
qualifying campaign. 


Patrick 
Kisnorbo 
AGE: 28 


Chup: LEEDS UTD (ENG) _ 
APPEARANCES: 16 
Kisnorbo grew up in 
Melbourne, but the 
tough defender rejected 
interest from Melbourne 
Victory in the off-season 
to sign with Leeds United 
from fellow English 

side Leicester. Having 
been out of the Qantas 
Socceroos squad for two 
years, Kisnorbo returned 
in the 3-0 win over the 
Republic of Ireland in 
August and scored his 
first gocll for Australia 
against the Korea 
Republic in September. 


Luke Wilkshire 


[\ 7 
cue: DINAMO MOSCOW 
(RUS) 


APPEARANCES: 35 
Asurprise inclusion in 
Guus Hiddink’s World 
Cup line-up of 2006, 
Wilkshire's stature as 
aplayer has grown in 
leaps and bounds since, 
His three-year stint at 
Dutch club FC Twente 
came to an end last 
season when he moved 
easi to join Russian 
giant Dinamo Moscow. 
Wilkshire occupies 

a regular position in 
the Qantas Socceroos 
defence and, on 
occasions, midfield. 


Mark 
Bresciano 


AGE: 29 


LB: PALERMO (ITA) __ 
APPEARANCES: 51 
Bresciano is still best 
remembered for scoring 
the goal in the World 
Cup qualifier against 
Uruguay in 2005 that 
helped Australia qualify 
for Germany, but the 
physical and brilliant 
midfielder has been 
astrong performer 

for many years. The 
Palermo star played a 
pivotal role in the recent 
World Cup qualifying 
campaign and has 
scored 11 goals for the 
Qantas Socceroos. 


Brett Emerton 
AGE: 30 

Lue: BLACKBURN (ENG) _ 
APPEARANCES: 69 
Emerton returns to the 
international fold for the 
first time since suffering 
aserious knee injury 

for English Premier 
League side Blackburn 
in January. Pim Verbeek 
will be desperate for the 
versatile veteran to get 
back to his marauding 
best, playing either 
asaright-back or 
winger. Emerton, who 
spent many years with 
Feyenoord, boasts 
tremendous stamina 
and brings crucial 
experience to the team. 


Tim Cahill 
AGE: 29 


wes: EVERTON (ENG) 
APPEARANCES: 34 
Perhaps Australia’s best 
player, and certainly its 
most prolific goalscorer, 
Cahill's aggression, 
class and prominence 
in the air make him one 
ofthe hardest players 

to stop. The Everton 

star will godownin 
Australian sporting 
history for his two late 
goals againstJapan in 
the 2006 World Cup in 
Germany, and his strong 
form looks ominous 
heading into South 
Africa 2010. 


Vince Grella 
AGE: 30. 


Lue: BLACKBURN (ENG) _ 
APPEARANCES: 41 
Australia’s senior 
defensive midfielder, 
Grella focuses most of 
his time on closing down 
opposition players. He 
has become an integral 
part of the line-up since 
establishing himselfin 
the side in 2006. After 
many years in Italy 

with Empoli, Parma 

and Torino, he is now a 
regular for Blackburn, 
alongside Brett Emerton, 
inthe English Premier 
League. One of the most 
experienced players in 
the Ausiralian squad. 
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Nick Carle 
AGE: 27 


CLUB: CRYSTAL PALACE 
(ENG) 


APPEARANCES: 11 
Carle won the Johnny 
Warren Players’ Player 
ofthe Year award in 
2007 in the A-League 
for his performances 
with Newcastle Jets, 
which sparked a return 
to the national side. He 
transferred to Bristol 
City in 2008 and then 
moved to fellow English 
Championship side 
Crystal Palace. Atone 
time, Carle seemed 
unlikely to make it back 
into national colours, but 
he has defied the odds. 


Brett Holman 
AGE: 25 

Lue: AZ ALKMAAR (NLD) 
APPEARANCES: 27 


David Carney 
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Jason Culine 


AGE: 29 

AGE: 25 

CLUB: GOLD COAST 
CLUB: FC TWENTE (NLD) UNITED (AUS) 
APPEARANCES: 20 APPEARANCES: 42 
Carney played Culina started in all four 
alongside Wayne of Australia’s games in 
Rooney at youth level, the last World Cup, and 
and holds some of the has been an important 
same attributes as the and regular member 
star striker. Exciting of the squad for several 
and quick, Carney years. A midfielder 
made his international always looking to attack 
debut in 2006 and, in and push forward, 
2008, decided to play Culina has a proven 
for Australia in the ability to score goals. His 
Olympics instead of return to Australia this 
going to pre-season year, after leaving PSV 
training with Sheffield Eindhoven to play for 
United. He leftthe Blades | Gold Coast United, has 
atthe end of last season proved a massive coup 
to join FC Twente in the for the A-League. A key 
Dutch Eredivisie. member of the team. 


Mile Jedinak 
AGE: 25 


cLus: ANTALYASPOR 
(TUR) 


After playing abit-part 
role in AZ Alkmaar's 
Eredivisie title campaign 
last season, Holman has 
been a regular this term 
and is getting valuable 
experience in the UEFA 
Champions League. 
Now in his eighth season 
in the Netherlands, 

the speedy midfielder 
appears primed to 

take the next step for 
Australia and become a 
regular, after missing out 
on selection for the 2006 
World Cup. 


APPEARANCES:6 
Jedinak made his 
international debut 
against Singapore in 
early 2008 and looks 
tohave made a good 
impression on Verbeek 
and the coaching staff. 
He starred with Central 
Coast in the A-League, 
before switching to 
Genclerbirligi in the 
Turkish Super League. 
After not getting much 
game time this year, he 
moved to Anialyaspor to 
increase his chances of 
national selection. 


Carl Valeri 

AGE: 25 

CLUB: GROSSETO (ITA) 
APPEARANCES: 17 

After joining Italian 
giant Inter Milan in 
2004, but failing to play 
agame for the Serie A 
side, Valeri has found 
his niche as captain of 
Serie B side Grosseto 
inrecent seasons, A 
no-nonsense defensive 
midfielder, he looms as 
a potential successor to 
Vince Grella. Expect him 
toadd many more caps 
io his 17 appearances for 
the Qantas Socceroos 
in years tocome. Good 
chance for the World 
Cup squad. 
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Rhys Williams 
AGE: 21 


cue: MIDDLESBROUGH 
(ENG) 


APPEARANCES: 2 
Exciting youngster 
Williams made his 
international debut at 
the MCG against Japan 
inJune. Only amonth 
earlier, he had decided 
to wear the green and 
gold officially, after 
several appearances 
for the Wales national 
under-21 side. Born in 
Perth, Williams has 
shown talent playing 
at either right back or 
incentral defence, and 
is catching the eye at 
Middlesbrough. 


Josh Kennedy 
AGE: 27 


cup: NAGOYA 
GRAMPUS (JAP) 


APPEARANCES: 15 
Kennedy rose to 
prominence atthe last 
World Cup and has since 
been a strong addition. 
The giant striker is 
difficult to stop in the 
air, and showed this 
throughout Australia’s 
World Cup qualifying 
campaign. Against 
Uzbekistan, Kennedy 
was brought on to the 
field at the hour mark 
and, within minutes, 
had headed a goal 

that virtually sealed 
Australia’s progression. 
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Football 


Federation 
Australia Staff 


Phillip Wolanski 
Pim Verbeek 
Gary Moretti 
Graham Arnold 
Henk Duut 

Tony Franken 
Ron Smith 
Darren Burgess 


Dr Peter Brukner 


Phil Coles 


Les Gelis 
Kurt Lisle 
Luke Attwell 
Dom Rabsch 
Martin Felice 
Adam Mark 


“Mark Saliba 


Miguel Angel 
Escalante Bello 


Head of Delegation 
Head Coach 

Team Manager 
Assistant Coach 
Assistant Coach 
Goalkeeping Coach 
Technical Analyst 
Conditioner 


_ Doctor 


Senior 
Physiotherapist _ 
Physiotherapist 
Physiotherapist 
Masseur 
Equipment Manager 
Equipment Assistant 
Media Manager 

FY Unit 
Security 


Harry Kewell 
AGE: 31 


clus: GALATASARAY (TUR) 


APPEARANCES: 42 
Kewell was the youngest 
ever Socceroo when 

he made his debut as a 


17-year-old in 1996, andis 


now playing some of the 


best football of his career 


atboth Galatasaray 
and at national level. 
Renowned for his 
attacking runs down 
the left, powerful 
crossing and his 
creativity and class 
with the ball, the former 
Leeds and Liverpool 
man remains one of 
Australia’s genuine star 
attractions. 


Scott McDonald 
AGE: 26 


CLUB: CELTIC (SCO) 
APPEARANCES: 15 = 


While McDonald 
continues to dominate 
atclub level, he has yet 
toscore for his country. 
While not the tallest 


striker, he is strongly built 


and robust. McDonald 
has had a golden run 


with Celtic in the Scottish 


Premier League and in 
European competition. 
The 26-year-old has 
featured in the past four 
internationals, and looks 
teady to burst on to the 
scene. He is too good 

for his drought to goon 
much longer. 


The Coaches 


Pim Verbeek 
AGE: 53 
POSITION: HEAD COACH _ 
Verbeek took over as 
coach from Graham 
Arnold in 2007 after 
many years of coaching 
experience in his native 
Neiherlands, Europe 
and Asia, including a 
stint as South Korea's 
coach. He has enjoyed 
stunning results so 

far with the Qantas 
Socceroos, leading them 
to the 2010 World Cup 
finals with relative ease. 


Henk Duut 

AGE: 45 

POSITION: ASSISTANT 
COACH 


Astar defender for 
Feyenoord in the early 
1980s, Duut has worked 
as an assistant for 
several high-profile 
coaches, including Ruud 
Gullit and Bert van 
Marwijk. He first worked 
with Pim Verbeek with 
the Netherlands Antilles 
national side and 
became his assistant 
with Australia in 2007. 


Dario Vidosic 
AGE: 22 


clue: FC NURNBERG (GER) 


APPEARANCES: | 
Vidosic came on as alate 
substitute for Tim Cahill 
inthe final World Cup 
qualifier against Japan 
inJune, in what was his 
first taste of football at 
international level. He 
showed his talent as an 
exciting midfielder with 
Brisbane Roar before 
overseas interest came 
fromm German side FC 
Nurnberg. Looks to be 
atalented prospect and 
will be keen to add to 
his solitary cap for the 
Qantas Socceroos. 


Graham Arnold 

AGE: 46 

POSITION: ASSISTANT 
COACH 


Arnold boasts 25 
years’ experience with 
Australia as a player 
and coach, He first 
joined the country’s 
coaching staffin 

2000 and took over as 
national coach from. 
Guus Hiddink in 2006. 
Arnold returned to his 
assistant coaching role 
when Pim Verbeek was 
appointed coach. 
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GAME DAY SECTION ae EOS SS SS 


Meet five Oman players who co 


uld make 


aname for themselves tonight. 


BY JOHNMURRAY 


Ali Al-Habsi 

The star attraction of the Oman 
team, Al-Habsiis the first Arab 
Gulf national player to appear 
in the English Premier League. 
The goalkeeper was signed by 
Bolton Wanderers in 2006, but 


ae. 


has had limited opportunities 
behind Jussi Jasskelainen, with 
the highlight so far being a 
supreme performance against 
German heavyweight Bayern 
Munich in the UEFA Cup. 
Al-Habsi has been named the 
best goalkeeper of the Gulf 

Cup of Nations four times, and 
played his part in the nailbiting 
penalty shootout win over 
Saudi Arabia in the final of 

this year’s tournament. 


Emad Al-Hosni 
Al-Hosni followed in the 
footsteps of Ali Al-Habsi, 
getting the chance to move to 
Europe when he was signed 

by Belgian side Charleroi last 
month. “I always dreamed of 
playing in Europe and now I 
have got this chance and I want 
to hold on to it,” Al-Hosni told 
the Oman Daily after the move. 
“This is a chance for me to 
play with big players in Europe 
and itis a new challenge for 
me in the next period.” Sheer 
weight of goals must have 
attracted the attention of 
the European clubs 
—he has scored 30 


goals from just 52 international 
appearances. Al-Hosni won the 
Golden Shoe at the 2004 Gulf 
Cup of Nations, netting braces 
against Iraq and Bahrain. 


Bader Al-Maymani 
Adored by fans in the Sultanate 
of Oman, Al-Maymani has 
aknack of rising to the big 
occasion. The Muscat striker 
made his debut for Oman in 
2003, and scored a phenomenal 
10 goals from 17 outings 

in 2004. Australians will 
remember the 25-year-old as 
the man who gave Oman the 
lead in the 2007 Asian Cup 
group stage clash, with alow 
shot past Mark Schwarzer. 

A set-piece specialist, Al- 
Maymani scored from a free 
kick against Bahrain in this 
year’s Gulf Cup of Nations. 

Sure to be a threat if given the 
opportunity tonight. 


Fawzi Basheer 
Basheer pulls the strings in the 
Oman midfield. The diminutive 
playmaker has earned the 
nickname ‘Binoculars’ for his 
ability to pick out a player far 
away, and then deliver the 


| 


PIONEER 
Bolton keeper Ali 
Al-Hasbi is the first 
Oman international to 
play in England. 


ball to him. As well as 
creating opportunities 
for his teammates, Basheer 
is also dangerous running 
forward from midfield - he 
scored the game-sealing 
second goal in the Gulf Cup 
of Nations against Bahrain in 
January. Australian midfield 
duo Vince Grella and Jason 
Culina will have to keep a 
tight rein on Basheer in the 
middle of the park. 


Hassan Rabee 
Rabee was the toast of all 
Oman in January after playing 
a starring role in the host’s 
Gulf Cup of Nations triumph. 
The striker destroyed Asian 
Cup champion Iraq with a 
hat-trick on his way to taking 
out the Golden Shoe as the 
tournament's leading scorer. 
In further evidence of his 
goalscoring ability, Rabee 
bagged both goals in the recent 
friendly win over Saudi Arabia, 
as well as the only goal in 
Oman’s Asian Cup qualifier 
against Kuwait earlier this year. 
The 25-year-old Al-Suwaiq 
player has made a stunning 
impact on the international 
stage in the past two yeats. 
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| NEW RELEASE - Here's your chance to become 

la QANTAS SOCCEROOS SPORTING LEGEND by 

| owning your own 2009 personalised team 

| sports print. Order yours now personalised 

i by surname, number, full name and 
message of your choice. The back of your 

| Qantas Socceroos Jersey is surrounded by 
images of the 2009 squad, so you or the 

' person you're giving it to become one of the 

| 2009 Qantas Socceroos Team LEGENDS! 


Your Surname goes here 
— Number goes here 
Your Full Name goes here 
Your Message goes here 
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%  MESSAGESELECTION * 


YOUR FULL NAME 
The 2009 Gantas Socceroos ragard 
you as their greatest supporter 
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CREATE YOUR 

. OWN QANTAS SOCCEROOS 
Just imagine the look on their face when they see their name on their favourite team sports print and amongst images of their PRINT ONLINE NOW 
heroes. Combined with a wish from the team, a motivational note or @ personal message directly from you this will be a gift they will never i 
forget. The Qantas Socceroos personalised print can be purchased print only for $59.95" (size 420mm x 595mm) or purchased in a glassless ae 
black frame for $99.95" (size 460mm x 635mm) all ready for you to hang on the wall. Ideal as a fantastic keepsake, unforgettable gift for it’s a lot of fun! 
birthdays, supporters, Christmas, retirements, or a brilliant staff incentive. Production time 5 days. Couriered Australia wit ht. aoe 


$44 AllPersonalised|Sporting Legends prints are Officially Licensed produc www. iLOVEsport.com.au 


+ WWW. _ SIIOFL.COMLAUI ~ Tel: 07 5568 0689 + Catalogue request: Call 07 5568 0689 7 Sport 


GREAT 
EXPECTATIONS 
Pim Verbeek hopes 
Australia can do 
something specia] 
in South Africa. 
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As Pim Verbeek nears two years in charge of Australia, it’s hard to fault his record so far, 


Let's start with the Asian Cup. 
Compared to the successful 
World Cup campaign, we're 
abit behind the eight-ball in 
this one. 


We haven't done well so far. 
I's as simple as that. We got 
a draw in Indonesia, which 
was OK. You'll take a draw 
in an away game when you 
haven't had any preparation, 
and we didn't have an 
experienced team. Then 
came Kuwait, which is a tough 
team, an experienced team, 
and they did well against us 
defensively. We just couldn't 
find any space. One counter- 
attack and that was it, which 
can happen in international 
football. Again, we played an 
inexperienced team, but we 
learned a lesson and a hard 
one at that. So we're three 
points behind (group leader 
Oman), which means we 
have to win both the matches 
against Oman. 


You've been involved in Asian 
football for quite some time 


now. Do you think the standard 


is improving? 


Itis, but Asian football is so 
broad. Football in Japan, 
Korea and China is different 
to football in the Middle East. 
We've played Qatar a few 
times, but Oman won the 
Gulf Cup of Nations last 
year, so that tells me enough. 
They're physically and 
technically strong and they 
have no players who play 
abroad, so they can have 
training camps and lots 

of practice together, which 
makes them difficult to beat. 
But we're playing them 

at home and we haven't 

lost at home, except for the 
Kuwait game where the 
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The most important 
for me was 


with the Qantas Socceroos safely qualified for South Africa and ranked [4th in the world. 
SHLEY BROWNE spoke to the coach on the eve of the Netherlands/Oman double-header. 


circumstances were a little 
bit different. We have to win 
this game. 


What does it mean to you 
to be coaching the Qantas 
Socceroos in Australia 
against your Dutch 
countrymen? 


Atone level, it doesn't matter 
whether it's Holland, England 
or Oman but, once the boys are 
on the field, it will feel different. 
But we have already played 
against the Netherlands over 
there, and that was really 
special because it was ina 
Dutch stadium with the Dutch 
fans. It was good. But the most 
important thing for me is that 
they're one of the best sides in 
the world and it will be areally 
good test for us to play them. 
They've won nine of their last 
10, so that should tell you how 
good they are. But this game is 
about testing players against 
such a good team. The result 
doesn't mean that much so, in 
that respect, the Oman game 
is more important. Butit's 
great to have the Dutch team. 
in Sydney. } 


THE SOCCER (45) 
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We don’t often get one of 
the great European nations 
travelling to Australia. 

Do you see the fact 

they're willing to come 
here as a compliment to 
the Qantas Socceroos? 


They've played in Australia 
before but, for them, it's a great 
opportunity to travel together 
and to do some team building. 
I'salong trip for them, but I know 
the players and coaches are 
very excited to come here. We 
have a good team, so it 

will be c test for them. 


You've been coach of Australia 
for nearly two years. How 
would you sum up your time at 
the helm so far? 


More difficult than] expected, 
tobe honest. I think we all 
underestimate the travel, 

the time differences and the 
different types of games we 
have had to play in the last 

18 months. Butthe boys have 
béen fantastic, always doing 
what's asked of them, never 
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We will try to win 
through from the 
group stage, as we 
did in 2006, and 
then anything 

is possible. 

That's how it is 

in football. 


complaining, and it’s been a 
great campaign so far. There's 
nothing more I could have 
asked for. We have developed a 
deep squad, with lots of players 
to choose from and we have an 
interesting nine months ahead 
ofus to pick the best 23 to take to 
South Africa. But ithas been a 
fantastic time so far and I'm very 
much looking forward to the 
nine months ahead of us. 


Australia’s football loyalties 
are split four ways between 
football, rugby league, rugby 
union and AFL. Nevertheless, 
do you sense we're becoming a 
more football-savvy nation? 


fact that football doesn't 
dominate the TV and the 
newspapers. For a European, 
that was hard to understand 
and you have to be here for 

18 months like I have been 

to appreciate Australia and 

its sporting culture. But the 
A-League was doing well 
even before I got here and the 
stadiums were filling up. We 
have more teams now, the FFA 
has really established itself 
and people are enjoying the 
domestic season. I think Aussie 
football is doing really well. 


What are the biggest 
challenges facing the game 
here going forward? 


We all like to do things quickly 
but, in this world, that's not 
always possible because you 
have some sports here that 
are very strong. The A-League 
needs to grow step by step, 
more foreign players are 
starting to play initand 
having the Socceroos coming 


back to play regularly is 
also a positive. That needs to 
continue and is probably the 
most important thing. 


What has been the highlight 
of your time in charge of 
Australia? 


Difficult to say. The most 
important game for me was 
my first game in charge, in 
Melbourne against Qatar. 
That was particularly special, 
but I've enjoyed every camp, 
every minute so far. The first 
game was good, as was 

the game where we finally 
qualified for the World 

Cup (the draw with Qatar) 
because, after all, that's the 
reason I came here. 


You probably aren't going to 
bite on this one, but have you 
pencilled any names for the 
starting XI come the opening 
match in South Africa? 


Thaven’'t made any decisions 
on that. There are some 
players who have playedin 
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alot of our matches the last 
two years, but there are still 
nine months to go and so many 
things can happen in football. 
It's a tough sport and there 

are a lot of tough matches, 
especially for our European 
players, in April and May next 
year. I have an idea, but let's 
wait and see. 


At what stage will you start to 
settle the team down, or are 
you still experimenting? 


The Korea Republic game (in 
September) was the end of the 
test phase. We played Ireland 
(in August) with anew team 
and players but, from now 

on, we will play the best 11 
available players. It is time to 
start winning games. 


Nine months out, what do 
you think is a realistic goal 
for Australia in next year’s 
World Cup? 


Itis too far out. We don't yet 
know who will be in our group 
but, it's like Isaid after we 
clinched qualification, we will 
try to win through from the 
group stage, as we did in 2006, 
and then anything is possible. 
That's how itis in football. 


Which teams have caught your 
eye so far during World Cup 
qualifying and who might be 
the teams to beat? 


Argentina is usually one of 

the favoured teams before 

the World Cup, yet it is having 
trouble qualifying. That shows 
you the depth in international 
football. But it's a lot of the 
same teams... Spain, England, 
Germany, the Netherlands. 
Russia are playing Germany, 
which will be a huge game. 
The South Americans are 
strong, so are Nigeria and 
Ghana and the Ivory Coast 

as well. But there will be 
surprises, which is what makes 
the World Cup so interesting. 
We have a chance, maybe not 
to be the champions, but to do 
something special. 


How advanced is the planning 
for once the team arrives in 
South Africa? 


Our plans are more or less 
ready. We're just waiting 
for a few other details to be 


4s) THE SOGCEROS 


Mliitiiilildide 


WMiddddddd tid tit dey 


a 
IN CHARGE 
Verbeek has won 
the respect of the 
players, and the 
fans, in almost two 
years as coach. 


confirmed. We need to see 
the draw, so that we can work 
backwards from when our 
first game is. So once we get 
to December we can finalise 
things, but our planning so far 
has been excellent. 


Have you been to South Africa 
to check out the facilities and 
potential training camp venues? 


Notrecently. I was there in 
March, but a few of us from the 
FFA have been there and we 


have found some nice locations. 


We just need to wait for the 
draw (which will take place on. 
December 4). 


Do you think South Africa will 
stage a good World Cup? 


It's difficult for me to say 
because the stadiums and 
the training venues weren't 
ready when I was there, 


which was OK because 
there were still 15 months 
to go. It was different to 
Germany, which already 
had so many facilities in 
place. What 1 did discover 
was that they were very 
excited and were working 
particularly hard, solve got 
no doubt it will be a great 
World Cup. 


Once the World Cup is over, 
have you given any plans to 
what you might do next? 


Thaven't thought about that. 
My contract and my planning 
is all around the World Cup. 1 
have learned in my 25 years 
that you can't look too far 
ahead so, for now, it's finding 
the best 23 players and getting 
past the group stage of the 
World Cup. Ican't think about 
anything more than that. @ 


Games coached: 22 


Previous clubs/countries 
coached: Sparta Rotterdam, 
De Graafschap, Feyenoord, 
FC Groningen, Fortuna 
Sittard, Omiya Ardija, 
South Korea (assistant 
twospells), 

PSV Eindhoven 

(reserves), Kyoto Purple 
Sanga, Netherlands 
Antilles, Borussia 
Monchengladbach 
(assistant), United Arab 
Emirates (assistant), South 
Korea, Australia 
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MAIL ORDER: send to CARD ZONE, 262-266 Victoria Street, 

North Melbourne, VIC 3051 (opposite Vic Market) OPEN: Monday-Saturday, 
10am-5pm and Sunday, 10am-12pm PH: (03) 9326 9588 FAX: (03) 9326 7511 
EMAIL: stevewang@cardzone.com.au WEB SITE: www.cardzone.com.au 


2009/10 HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 
TRADING CARDS 

Available now 

3000 boxes only. 

32 packs/box, 8 cards per pack. 
Factory Box (32 pks) $125 


Official Hyundai A-League Album$25 
(No Pages) 


SUBSET: 
1.QANTAS Socceroos (34) 1: 4 Pks 
From $5-10 each. 


Full Set (34): $170/set 

34-card set featuring the players who 
will look to represent Australia at the 
2010 FIFA World Cup. 


2. Hyundai A-League Super Stars (16) 
a ALLER $15 each-20 each 


16 Hyundai A-League Super stars card 
set features marquee players of 
each of the 10 clubs. 

From ASI—AS16: 

Lloyd Owusu $15 
Travis Dodd $15 
Craig Moore $15 
Ahmad Elrich $15 
Jason Culina $15 
Shane Smeltz $15 
Carlos Hernandez $20 
Kevin Muscat $20 
Ben Kantarovski $15 
Sasho Petrovski 

Robbie Fowler 

Jacob Burns 

Mile Sterjovski 

John Aloisi 

Steve Corica 

Chris Greenacre 


ShaneSmeltz (J. Warren Medal) 
Scott Jamieson (Rising Star) 
Shane Smeltz (Goal Of The Year) 
ShaneSmeltz (Golden Boot) 

Tom Pondeliak (Joe Marston Medal) 


4. Hyundai A-League Signatures (10) 
1:32 packs 


1 Star player from each of the 10 clubs 
has signed 300 cards each. 

$C1 Eugene Galekovic (Adel.) $55 
$C2 Michael Zullo (Roar) $55 
$C3 Adrian Caceres (Mariners) $55 
$C4 Michael Thwaite (Gold Coast) $55 
$C5 Billy Celeski (Victory) 

SC6 Tarek Elrich (Newcastle) 

$C7 Robbie Fowler (Fury) 

SC8 Adriano Pellegrino (Perth) 

SC9 Steve Corica (Sydney) 

$C10 Leo Bertos (Wellington) $55 


2008/09 Hyundai A-League 
TRADING CARDS 
FACTORY BOX (32 pks) $125 


Official Album (No Pages) 
Base Set (115) 


SUBSET: 
1.2008 QANTAS Socceroos (30) 1:4 Pks 
ul Set (30) $ 


2. PLAYMAKERS (12) $15 each 


Playmaker Set (16) 
PM1 Travis Dodd 

PM2_ Diego Walsh $15 
PM3 John Hutchinson $15 
PM4 Ahmad Elrich $15 
PM5 Archie Thompson $15 
PM6 Danny Allsopp $15 


$210/ set 
$15 


PM7 Matt Thompson 
PM8 Adam Griffiths 
PM9_ Jamie Harnwell 
PM10 Naum Sekulovski 
PM11 Matt McKay 
PM12 Massimo Murdocca 
PM13 Steve Corica 
PM14 Terry McFlynn 
PM15 Tim Brown 
PMI6 Daniel 

= Cards (6) 


MI Toe Gnffiths 

M2 Joel Griffiths 

M3 Gary Van Egmond 
M4 — Brendon Santalab 
M5 — Bruce Djite 

M6 = Michael Theoklitos 


4, Signature Cards (8) 
300 numbered cards each 


Cassio 

Alex Wilkinson 
Rodrigo Vargas 
Adam Griffiths 
Jamie Harnwell 
Craig Moore 
Tony Popovic 
Shane Smeliz 


2007/08 Hyundai A-League 
TRADING CARDS 


FACTORY BOX (32 pks) $125 


2007 Hyundai A-League Album (No 
pages) $20 
Base Set: (130) $40 


SUBSET: 
1, 2007 QANTAS Socceroos (30) 
$140/set 1:4 Packs. 


2.2006 Hyundai A-League Medal (5) 

$20-25 each 1:32 Packs. 
Nick Carle $25 
Danny Allsop $25 
Ernie Merrick $20 
Nick Carle $20 
Adrian Leuer 


Li Adrian Alston 
L2 Graham Arnold 


3. Legend Heroes (8) 1: 16 Packs § 
15 


L3. Ray Baartz 

L4 David Mitchell 
L5 Jimmy Rooney 
L6 Alex Tobin 

L7 Paul Wade 

L8 Charlie Yankos 


4, Hyundai A-League Signatures (8) 
From $50-85 1:32 Packs 
AI Nathan Burns 

A2 Dean Heffernan 

A3 Danny Allsopp 

A4 — Stuart Musialik 

AS David Tarka 

AG Matt McKay 

AT Alex Brosque 

A8 Ross Aloisi 


5. Tribute Card (1) 1:128 Packs) 
Jonny Warren Tribute 
Gold Foiled Signature $50/each 
2006/07 Hyundai A-League 
CARD SERIES 

Factory Box (32 packs) $125 


Official Hyundai A-League Album (No 
pages) $25 
Base Set (100) $40 


SUBSET: 

1. 2006 QANTAS Socceroos (30) 

1 per 4 packs; 

QANTAS Socceroos Set (30) $150/set 
From SR1—SR30: 


2. Hyundai A-League Logo Foil Cards (8) 
$8/each 1 per 8 packs 


3. Hyundal A-l nLeagie Signature Cards (8) 


1 per 28 packs; 

Al Travis Dodd (Adel) 

A2 John Hutchinson (Mariners) 
A3 Archie Thompson (Melb) 
A4 Nick Carle (Newcastle) 

A5 Noah Hickey (NZ) 

AG Stan Lazaridis (Perth) 

AT Chad Gibson (QLD) 

A8 David Carney (Sydney) 


4. Mark Viduka Tribute Signature 
(120 only): 
1:850 packs. NA. 


With its place in South Africa already assured, Australia 
celebrated its World Cup qualification with a solid performance 
against Bahrain, and yet another clean sheet. BY HOWARD KOTTON 


t was far from the free- 
flowing game that many 
fans had hoped for, but 
Australia was full of 
commitment as it continued 
its impressive run through the 
final round of Asian World Cup 
qualifying matches. 
With the Qantas Socceroos 
already having qualified for 
the World Cup after a 0-0 
draw against Qatar in Doha 
the previous weekend, there 
was a lack of intensity in the 
game, and it rarely reached 
great heights in front of almost 
40,000 on a bitterly cold night at 
Sydney’s ANZ Stadium. 
After a slow start, Australia 
took control of the match 
in the second half despite 
squandering a series of chances 
to win by a bigger margin. 
Second-half goals from Mile 
Sterjovski and David Carney 
enabled Australia to maintain its 
unbeaten record with a 2-0 win. 
Striker Scott McDonald missed 
a golden chance to score and 
break his international drought 
on 25 minutes, firing a volley 
over the crossbar when he had 
plenty of time to steady himself. 
The Qantas Socceroos 
came out after the interval 
with renewed vigour and 
desperation, and it wasn’t long 
before they broke the deadlock 
when Sterjovski pounced ona 
defensive error to score. 
Then in the dying minutes, 
Carney reacted quickly to 
poke home a rebound after a 
bicycle kick by Jason Culina had 
crashed into the post. 


Australia was unlucky not to 
score a third with Harry Kewell 
also hitting the woodwork. 
Kewell relished the freedom of 
his role as a floating winger/ 
striker, providing skill and run 
on the wing. Not only did he set 
up Sterjovski’s goal, but he also 
played his part in several other 
scoring chances. 

Mark Schwarzer continued 
his impressive record in the 
qualifying matches with a 
seventh successive clean sheet. 

Minus the services of several 
stars including Tim Cahill, 
Mark Bresciano and Brett 
Emerton, coach Pim Verbeek 
had good reason to be happy 
with the performances of 
several players, including 
defender Mark Milligan. 

“I think we created enough 
chances to score more than two 
goals,” Verbeek said. “We were 
probably not really sharp enough 
to finish it off. 

“A lot of new players came 
into the team but if you win the 
game 2-0, I think you’ve done 
everything you have to do.” 

After the match, Schwarzer 
launched a spirited defence of 
the team’s tactics. 

“I’m extremely proud (of) 
the way the whole team and 
management have gone about 
their job the whole campaign. 
They’ve been extremely 
professional,” he said. 

“It’s very hard to understand 
how difficult the conditions (in 
Asia) are at times. You need 
to go away and just get the job 
done. Sometimes it’s not pretty.” 


| ANZ Stadium, June 10, 2009 
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It was déja vu for Japan as two Tim Cahill goals sealed another 
Qantas Socceroos’ come-from-behind win. By HOWARD KOTTON 


im Cahill 

proved Japan’s 

bogeyman again 

as he spearheaded 
Australia’s 2-1 victory in its final 
Asian World Cup qualifying 
match in Melbourne. 

Down 1-0 at the interval, the 
Everton star scored twice in the 
second half to seal victory for 
the Qantas Socceroos. 

Three years earlier in 
Kaiserslautern in Germany, 
Cahill had engineered another 
come-from-behind victory with 
two late goals in Australia’s 
opening World Cup group 
match to sink the Japanese. 

This win on a chilly night at 
the MCG in front of 69,238 fans 
ensured Australia finished on 
top of Group A. The Qantas 
Socceroos were unbeaten 
through the eight games of their 
final phase of qualifying and 
stayed ahead of Japan at the top 
of their group. 

The Australians, missing 
several stars including Harry 
Kewell and Brett Emerton, were 
on the defensive early. Japan 
gradually began to control 
proceedings, with full-backs 
Yuto Nagatomo and Atsuto 
Uchida charging forward at 
every opportunity. 

The visitors looked more 
dangerous, and it came as no 
surprise that they scored first, 
an in-swinging corner from 
Kengo Nakamura headed home 
by Marcus Tulio Tanaka five 
minutes before the interval. 

The Tanaka goal broke a 
seven-game streak of clean 
sheets in World Cup qualifiers 
for Socceroo goalkeeper Mark 


Schwarzer, who had spent the 
previous 670 minutes in goal 
without conceding. 

The goal appeared to sting 
the Qantas Socceroos into 
action as they increased their 
intensity after half-time. This 
paid dividends when midfielder 
Vince Grella chipped a free 
kick forward for Cahill to rise 
and head home in trademark 
fashion in the 59th minute. 

Seventeen minutes later, 

Nick Carle swung over a 
swirling corner and Cahill took 
advantage of a disorganised 
Japanese defence to score the 
winner at the far post. 

It was Cahill’s 16th goal in 
33 internationals and he was 
given a huge ovation by the 
MCG crowd as he walked to 
the bench in the 86th minute. 

The win meant Australia 
finished five points ahead of 
Japan in the final round of 
qualifying, prompting Socceroo 
coach Pim Verbeek to say his 
team had sent a “statement to 
the rest of Asia and probably the 
rest of the world”. 

A Satisified Verbeek spoke of 
the pride he felt for his players 
after an arduous qualifying 
campaign. 

“At the end of a very long and 
tough season, they still had the 
power and courage to fight back 
from 1-0 down in the first half,” 
he said. 

The coach was full of praise 
for Japan’s nemesis, two-goal 
hero Cahill. 

“Timmy is a great player,” 
he said. “The first goal was 
fantastic - what a great goal 
that was.” 


MCG, June 17, 2009 
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2 (Cahill 59, 76) 
1 (Tanaka 40) 


ma 
Despite home advantage, the Irish were no match WZ 


for Australia in Limerick, going down 3-0 with 


nother victory, 
another two 

goals from Tim 
Cahill. It was 

a familiar storyline as the 
Qantas Socceroos marched to a 
comprehensive 3-0 international 
friendly win over the Republic 
of Ireland in Limerick. 

Cahill underlined his class 
with two superb finishes within 
six minutes just before half- 
time to put the visiting side in 
complete control. 

David Carney then sealed 
an emphatic win for Australia 
with a stunning effort from 30 
yards right on full-time, his shot 
flying into the top corner as it 
sailed past substitute keeper 
Keiren Westwood. 

“I’m just glad that Tim was 
on the pitch for us,” coach Pim 
Verbeek said afterwards. 

The Qantas Socceroos had 
chances to score early, with 
Mile Jedinak’s header forcing 
a full-stretch save from Irish 
goalkeeper Shay Given. 

Just as Ireland was enjoying 
a concerted period of pressure, 
in stepped Cahill. The Everton 
midfielder and Celtic star Scott 
McDonald swept forward from 
halfway, with Cahill putting 
McDonald in the clear. 

The striker then cut back 
inside and laid off to Cahill, 
who was free on the edge of the 
area. The Everton star took one 
touch on to his left foot, and left 
Given stranded. 

Harry Kewell headed over soon 
afterwards, but that miss did 
not matter, with Cahill adding 
asecond in the 44th minute 
to make it a clinical one-two 


Republic of Ireland 


Qantas Socceroos 
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Tim Cahill the hero again. sy HowaRD KoTTON 


punch, Ireland’s defence allowed 
Australia too much space once 
again, with Rhys Williams 
cantering in to sting Given’s 
palms and, from the rebound, 
Cahill slamming it home. 

The Qantas Socceroos’ 
performance was capped off 
in the dying seconds with an 
excellent goal from Carney, 
who had time and space to hit 
a superb swerving drive that 
rocketed into the top corner. 

Verbeek started the friendly 
with an experimental side. The 
backline was inexperienced as 
a combination, with regular 
captain Lucas Neill not selected. 

But this did not matter as 
Australia dominated for large 
parts of the contest. The visitors 
looked comfortable on the ball 
and moved it forward quickly 
and efficiently. 

Australia started brightly 
and Luke Wilkshire had the 
first chance, but his shot from 
the edge of the box went wide, 
while Kewell forced a low save 
from Given soon afterwards 
from a free kick. 

Robbie Keane had the first 
chance for Ireland, his glancing 
header going over the bar in the 
13th minute. 

Australian goalkeeper Mark 
Schwarzer was called into 
action for the first time on 23 
minutes, saving a shot from 
Keane after he did brilliantly to 
create space for himself in the 
penalty box. 

In the second half, Ireland 
substitute Stephen Hunt had 
the chance to claw a goal back, 
yet his shot went across the 
face of goal. 


0 
3 (Cahill 38, 44, Carney 90) 


AUSTRALIA 


GOING NOWHERE 
Australia’s Rhys 
Williams makes 
atextbook sliding 
tackle on Irish winger 
Aiden McGeady. 


ACTION REPLAY 


KOREA REPU BLIC 
vs. QANTAS SOCCEROOS 


The Qantas Socceroos suffered their first loss since 
March to a classy Korean outfit. BY HOWARD KOTTON 


depleted Australian 

line-up battled 

gamely in hostile 

territory before 
succumbing to the Korea 
Republic 3-1 in an international 
friendly in Seoul. 

The Qantas Socceroos were 
without skipper Lucas Neill, 
Tim Cahill and Harry Kewell, 
and struggled to contain the 
lively and talented Koreans. 

The Koreans quickly shot out 
to a 2-0 lead, Park Chu-Young 
scoring after just five minutes 
and Lee Jung-Soo doubling the 
advantage with a goal in the 
20th minute. 

Patrick Kisnorbo brought 
the visiting side back into 
contention in the 34th minute 
when he headed home a Mark 
Bresciano free kick. 

However, after dominating 
the second half, the Koreans 
ensured victory in the 87th 
minute when Seol Ki-Hyun 
headed home a Park 
Ji-Sung cross. 

The result meant the Korea 
Republic extended its unbeaten 
Tun to a staggering 26 games. 

The home side controlled 
the first half hour as Australia 
struggled to get into the game 
on a poor Seoul pitch, 

Korea’s first goal came as 
aresult of an error by Shane 
Stefanutto, attempting to 
prevent Jason Culina’s pass 
from going for a throw-in. 

The defender gave the ball 
away to Lee Chung-Yong, who 
in turn played Park Chu-Young 
in behind the defence. 

He gave goalkeeper Mark 
Schwarzer no chance from six 


Scott McDonald created 
Australia’s first scoring 
opportunity after 14 minutes 
when the Celtic striker shot 
narrowly wide from the corner 
of the box. At the other end, 
Schwarzer was almost left 
embarrassed by a Park Chu- 
Young shot, which he just 
prevented from going over 
the goal line. 

No such luck two minutes 
later, however, when Lee Jung- 
Soo beat Schwarzer, finishing 
off a well-rehearsed move with 
his head. 

Schwarzer then denied the 
Koreans a third goal, saving 
from Ki Sung-Yueng, before 
Leeds defender Kisnorbo 
headed home to put Australia 
back into contention. The 
Qantas Socceroos then had the 
chance of an equaliser through 
Culina in first-half injury time, 
but his shot went wide. 

The visitors continued to 
press for an equaliser in the 
second half, with Stefanutto’s 
screaming left-foot volley tipped 
over the bar by Lee Woon-Jae. 
Five minutes later, the keeper 
was called into action again 
from a Bresciano free kick. 

In the dying minutes, as 
Australia continued to press 
forward for an equaliser, the 
Koreans put the result beyond 
doubt with a devastating 
counter-attacking move. 

Park Ji-Sung broke clear 
down the left wing before 
setting up Seol Ki-Hyun witha 
pinpoint cross. The substitute’s 
downward header just beat 
Schwarzer, inflicting Australia’s 
first defeat since the loss to 


metres out. Kuwait in March. 
| Seoul World Cup Stadium, September 5, 2009 m5 
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3 (Park 5, Lee 20, Seol 87) 
1 (Kisnorbo 34) 


HEADS UP 
Australia’s Josh Kennedy 
(left) and Patrick Kisnorbo 

(centre) challenge for the ball 

against three Korea Republic 

opponents. Kisnorbo scored 
Australia’s only goal 
ot the game. 
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Allthe late 


England 

After the highs of 2008-09, 
it’s been an indifferent start 
for Mark Schwarzer in his 
second season at Fulham. 
Australia’s No. 1 shot-stopper 
kept just one clean sheet for 
the Cottagers in the first six 
games of the Premier League, 
and that came against 
hapless Portsmouth. Fellow 
Socceroo keeper Brad 

Jones, normally a first-team 
regular with Championship 


st news on Australians ove 


rseas. BY OLIVER NEWBERY 


side Middlesborough, was 
sidelined with injury. Faring 
better, however, is Jones’ Boro 
teammate Rhys Williams. 
Although the young rising 
star and his team received 
areality check as they went 
down 5-0 at home to West 
Brom, Williams has played 
a key role, scoring in the 2-2 
draw with Coventry. 

While Williams has been 
used as a defender in coach 
Pim Verbeek’s international 

set-up, Boro manager 


Gareth Southgate has been 
playing him in central 
midfield will great success. 
Across the Pennines at 
Everton, the Toffees’ season 
took a turn for the better 
after they routed Blackburn 
3-0. Socceroo talisman Tim 
Cahill made a steady start to 
the new term, scoring against 
international teammate 
Schwarzer in Everton’s 2-1 
defeat of Fulham, as well as a 
double against the Republic 
of Ireland in August’s 
international friendly. Cahill 
was joined at Goodison in 
September by international 
colleague and best friend 
Lucas Neill, The Australian 
skipper, who returned from 
the football wilderness 
following his departure 
from West Ham, increases 
Everton’s defensive options, 
which had been weakened by 
transfer sales and injuries to 
key defenders. 


ltaly 


In Serie A, Mark Bresciano 


has been a regular in Palermo’s 


first team in the early stages 
of the season, although he 
was an unused sub in the 1-0 
loss to his former club Parma. 
Palermo got off the mark with 
a win against Napoli on the 
opening weekend. Meanwhile, 
in Serie B, Carl Valeri played a 
full game as Grosetto picked 
up its first win of the season, 
defeating Modena 3-1 


. 
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Fellow battler and mid-table GOING 
‘gravy boat’ Blackburn also JAPANESE 
made a shaky start: Rovers Josh Kennedy 
were 15th on the ladder is on fire 
with seven points from their at Nagoya 
first six matches. Having Grampus. 


SAFE HANDS 


struggled with injuries last 
term following his transfer 
from Torino, Vince Grella 
has made a strong return 
this season, although he was 
sent off against Aston Villa 
last month. The Socceroo 
midfielder has been tipped as 
astar player by manager Sam 
Allardyce. Also returning 
from a long spell on the 
sidelines at Rovers after a 
serious knee injury is Brett 


Japan 

Big man Josh Kennedy signed 
for Japan’s Nagoya Grampus in 
the off-season, travelling east 
from German club Karlsruhe 
following its relegation from 
the Bundesliga. The 27-year- 
old had demanded a move in 
order to get more first-team 


Mark Schwarzer's 

Fulham has Emerton, who enjoyed his opportunities before the World 
enjoyeda first taste of senior action Cup. Having helped the Qantas 
mixed start to in eight months. Grella and Socceroos qualify for South 
the season. Emerton, who both played key Africa, Kennedy has all but 


roles in Germany in 2006, will 
be looking to stay injury-free 
this year to secure their places 
in the squad for South Africa. 


secured his place in the squad 
next June, bagging four goals 

in his first eight games for his 

new club. 


_— 


| 
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Russie 

Unlike most of Europe, the 
Russian Premier League is 
nearing its final stages, with 
Luke Wilkshire’s Dinamo 
Moscow sitting mid-table. 
Wilkshire has been getting 
plenty of valuable game time, 
most recently in the Moscow 
derby when Dinamo went 
down 3-0 to rival CSKA, 
Wilkshire was sent off in the 
loss at home to Rubin Kazan, 
and things got even worse the 
following week when Dinamo 
crashed out of the Europa 
League against Bulgarian 
outfit CSKA Sofia. 


Scotland 


Scott McDonald’s Celtic 
opened a four-point gap 
over arch-rival Rangers 

at the top of the Scottish 
Premier League after the 
first six games, winning 
five and drawing the other. 
The Hoops’ Europa League 
adventure got off to a poor 
start, though, as they went 
down 2-1 to Hapoel Tel Aviv 
in Israel. McDonald has 
continued his prolific form for 
his club, netting seven times 
already this season. He will 
hope his domestic scoring form 
translates to the international 
stage soon as he looks 

to end his goal drought at 

the top level. 


SEEING RED 
Luke Wilkshire 
was sent off 
for Dinamo 
Moscow 


Switzerland 
Veteran defender Scott 
Chipperfield found the net 
twice in a strong start for FC 
Basel, with a Europa League 
win against fancied Italian 
outfit Roma the highlight. 
Chipperfield came on as a 
substitute in Basle’s 1-0 loss to 
Fulham in October, lining up 
against fellow Socceroo 
Mark Schwarzer. The teams 
will meet again in December. 
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Men on the Move 
Who went where in the past few months? 


Player 
Lucas Neill 


David Carney 


From 

West Ham (England) 
Sheffield United (England) 
AaB Aalborg (Denmark) 

PSV Eindhoven (Netherlands) 
Karlsruhe (Germany) 


Michael Beauchamp 
Jason Culina 

Josh Kennedy 
Patrick Kisnorbo Leicester (England) 
Shane Stefanutto 
Mile Sterjovski 


Danny Allsopp 


Lyn Oslo (Norway) 

Derby (England) 
Melbourne Victory 
Fulham (England) 

Unirea Urziceni (Romania) 
Genclerbirligi (Turkey) 
Gold Coast United 


Adrian Leijer 


JacobBums 
Mile Jedinak 


Adam Griffiths 
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The Netherlands 
Former Sheffield United player 
David Carney made his debut 
for Dutch club FC Twente with a 
late appearance as a substitute 
in his team’s 2-0 win over 
Heerenveen. Pim Verbeek is 
said to have been instrumental 
in the transfer, convincing 
Twente’s English boss Steve 
McClaren that Carney was the 
solution for the team’s left-sided 
problems. Carney helped put 
himself on the international 
radar by scoring a sensational 
late goal for the Qantas 
Socceroos in the 3-0 defeat of the 
Republic of Ireland in Limerick. 
Defending Dutch champion 
AZ Alkmaar began its Eredivisie 
title defence in style with four 
consecutive victories. Brett 
Holman scored twice for Ronald 
Koeman’s men early in the 


i 2 TURKISH 
season and, with AZ taking DELIGHT 
part in the UEFA Champions Harry Kewell's 
League, he will gain valuable Galatasaray 
experience at the highest level 


is off toa flyer. 
in club football. . othroe iver 


Turkey 

Harry Kewell’s Galatasaray 
made an extraordinary start = 
to the season, winning its first } 
10 games in Europe and the } 19. 
Turkish Siiper Lig. Kewell, in ( 
his second season at the club, 
enjoyed a rich vein of form, baad 
scoring four goals from three 

games in August. os 


HOME-BOUND 
Mile Sterjovski 
is lighting up the 
A-League. 


Everton (England) 

FC Twente (Netherlands) 
AlJazira (UAE) 

Gold Coast United 
Nagoya Grampus (Japan) 
Leeds (England) 

North Queensland Fury 
Perth Glory 

Al-Rayyan (Qatar) 
Melbourne Victory 

Perth Glory 

Antalyaspor (Turkey) 

Al Shabab (Saudi Arabia) 
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Results Qantas Socceroos’ results and confirmed fixtures from 


January |, 2008, to July 31, 2010. The draw for the 2010 FIFA 


and Fixtures World Cup group stages will be held on December 4, 2009. 


FIFA World Cup Qualifiers 


INDONESIA 0 JAPAN O REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 0 

AUSTRALIA 0 AUSTRALIAO AUSTRALIA 3 

Gelora Bung Karno Stadium, Jakarta _ Yokohama International Stadium, Limerick 

January 28,2009 a ee August 12,2009 

AUSTRALIA 0 February 11,2009 KOREA REPUBLIC 3 

KUWAIT 1 EADS EE AUSTRALIA 1 

Canberra Stadium, Canberra UZBEKISTAN 0 Seoul 

March 5, 5,208 ; s2NZ oe dium, SYGHey. , September 5, 2008 = 

AUSTRALIA v OMAN April 1, 2009 AUSTRALIA 

Etihad Stadium, Melbourne : QATAR 0 v NETHERLANDS 
“October 42009 AUSTRALIA Sydney Football Stadium 

OMAN v AUSTRALIA Dot October 10,2009 

Muscat _ 7 June 6, 2009 ar : 


November 14, 2009 AUSTRALIA 2 
KUWAIT v AUSTRALIA BAHRAIN 0 


Kuwait City _ _ ANZ Stadium, n, Sydney 


January 6, 2010 June 10, 2009 
AUSTRALIA v INDONESIA AUSTRALIA 2 


Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane : JAPAN 1 


March 3, 2010 MCG, Melbourne 
June 17,2009 
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Play by the Rules website 


offers free online training, information and resources to ensure everyone, 
particularly children, can enjoy their sport in a safe environment HES from 
discrimination and harassment. i 


Play by the Rules 
is supported by sporting, child 
protection and anti-discrimination 
agencies around Australia, together 
h SEOeENE leaders suchas ‘ 
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_ thecelebration 
"that stops 
. a nation 


TICKETS MUST BE PRE-PURCHASED 
call Ticketmaster 1300 136 122 


For dining options call 1300 727 575 


flemington 


Saturday 31 October 

AAMI Victoria Derby Day 
Tuesday 3 November 
Emirates Melbourne Cup Day 
Thursday 5 November 

Crown Oaks Day 

Saturday 7 November 
Emirates Stakes Day 


2) 
oy 
Emirates 
Principal Partner 


imei 149th 
melbourne cup 


www.melbournecup.com carnival 2009 


The Melbourne Cup Carnival logo is™, Victoria Racing Club Limited (ACN 119 214 078) 
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; Test you 


Reckon you know a 


fh | Which country was 

bd Australia’s opponent in 
Pim Verbeek’s first game 
as coach? 


©. China 

g W Which two players made 

‘© their debut for Australia 

against Japan in June? 

A. Rhys Williams and 
Dario Vidosic 

B. Rhys Williams and 
Shane Stefonutto 

C. Matihew Spiranovic 
and Shane Stefanutto 


}) How many different 
o English clubs has Lucas 
Neill played for? 


C.5 


Which of these players 
was the first to make his 
debut for Australia? 
John Aloisi 

Brett Emerton 

€. Harry Kewell 


Who scored Australia’s 
” first goal against 
Uzbekistan in April? 
AK. Josh Kennedy 

B. Harry Kewell 

C. Mark Bresciano 


NEW BLUE 
Lucas Neill was 
on the move again 
in September 
when he joined 
Everton. 
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thing or two aboutt 


Me cddddddiccisdsssssllss 


r knowledge 


os? Take this quiz ai 


he Qantas Soccero' 


“eS 


Which of these Socceroos 
is playing in the UEFA 
Champions League in 
the 2009-10 season? 

A. David Carney 

B. Luke Wilkshire 

C. Brett Holman 


D7 | Who missed a penalty 
“© when Australia played 
the Netherlands in 2006? 
Craig Moore 

B. Tim Cahill 

C. Mark Viduka 


And which of those 
three scored against 
the Netherlands 
that day? 

Ai. Craig Moore 

B. Tim Cahill 

C. Mark Viduka 


@ AY which country 
knocked Australia 
out of the 2007 Asian 
Cup finals? 

Ai. Japan 


€.Oman 


% 


) Where will the 2014 


“S” World Cup be played? 


Brazil 
Argentina 
©. Mexico 


} Which Socceroo 
* isthe captain of 
Perth Glory? 
A. Jacob Burns 
B. Mile Sterjovski 
€. Jason Culina 


) How many goals did 


112 
~ Australia concede in 


its final World Cup 
qualifying group? 
A.0 

B.1 


C.2 


13) How many goals has 

“> Tim Cahill scored for 
Australia? 

ll 


qozv ely alo: 
vol" ggeoLaevs 
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goals has Tim 
Cahill netted? 


itd BRAINBUSTER 


ei dal will be revealed. 


Fx, 


Which Socceroo was 
‘“< born in Washington DC? 
A. Nick Carle 

B. Bruce Djite 

G. Archie Thompson 


; =) How many caps has 
Y Mark Viduka won for the 
Qantas Socceroos? 
A.33 

B.43 

C.53 


Which of these 

" goalkeepers does not 
play in the English 
Championship? 

AA. Adam Federici 

B. BradJones 

C. Michael Petkovic 


Which of these players 
represented the Republic 
of Ireland at under-21 level? 
4. David Carney 

B. Mark Milligan 

C. Shane Lowry 


ig) Who was Australia’s top 
© goalscorer in the 2007 
Asian Cup? 


Mark Viduka 
John Aloisi 
C. Tim Cahill 


Who scored Australia’s 


“© second goal against 
Croatia in the 2006 


World Cup? 


Harry Kewell 
B. Craig Moore 
©. Mark Bresciano 


20) Who was Australia’s 
captain against 
Indonesia in January? 
AA. Lucas Neill 
B. Jason Culina 
©. Craig Moore 
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Qantas So 


eceroos statistics in2009. 


1 country (Japan) that qualified 
for the 2010 World Cup before 
the Qantas Socceroos 


1 point for Australia in its 
first two Asian Cup 
qualifying games 


2 debutemts (Dario Vidosic and 


Rhys Williams) for Australia v 
Japan at the MCG 


12 Australians contracted to 
English Premier League clubs 


14 years since Craig Moore 
made his debut for Australia 
against Ghana 


14th in the world, Australia’s 
highest FIFA world ranking, in 
September 2009 


3 World Cups for which 
Australia has qualified 


20 points for the Qantas ; 
Socceroos in their final Asian 
World Cup qualifying group 


4 goals scored by Tim Cahill in 
internationals against Japan 


8 nations/co-nations bidding — 
for the 2018 World Cup 


11 June, the first day of the 2010 
World Cup 


11 A-League players who 
started for Australia v Kuwait 


26 games unbeaten for the 
Korea Republic after beating 
Australia 3-1 


29 clean sheets kept by 
Mark Schwarzer for Australia, 
anational record 
55 percent winning 
percentage for Pim Verbeek as 
Australia's coach 
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194 centimetres, the 
height of Australia’s 
giant striker Josh Kennedy 


SF 


670 minutes before Mark 
Schwarzer conceded a goal 
in the final Asian World Cup 
qualifying group 


11,832 kilometres 
between Sydney and 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, 


| 
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BRICK WALL 


where Australia played its Mark Schwarzer _ 
first game of the final World didn't concede 
Cup qualifying group agoal fornine 
—— — ——o games in 
69,238 spectators at the MCG arow. 


for Australia vJapan 
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FOOTBALL 
FEDERATION 
AUSTRALIA ar 


OFFICIAL SUPPLIER OFFICIAL FIFA PARTNER. 


No matter how little a child has, if they have their health, they have a shot at a future. 
Which is why UNICEF Australia and Football Federation Australia have teamed up to 
promote healthy living for underpriviliged children in Africa. 


You can help support UNICEF by donating whatever you can, and until 15 January 
2010, a $20 donation gives you the chance to win a trip to the UK to watch Tim Cahill 
play for Everton! Just visit www.unicef.org.au and go to the competition page to 
enter. Terms and conditions apply. | 
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| Playing regular fi 

| BY JOHN MURRAY 

| osh Kennedy did it in 

| . June, David Carney bit 
sue the bullet in August, 


while Michael Beauchamp 
followed suit just a couple 
of weeks ago. 

The common thread? Moving 
to anew club. 

Nothing abnormal about 
that admittedly - these days, 
players seem to change 
teams more frequently than 
Elizabeth Taylor swapped 
husbands - but when a World 

Cup is just around 
the corner, 
transfer activity 
seems even 
more frenzied 
than usual. 

In recent months, Australian 
players have headed to new 
pastures all over the globe. Mile 
Jedinak switched one Turkish 
club, Genclerbirligi, for another, 
Antalyaspor. Lucas Neill left 
West Ham for fellow Premier 
League club Everton. Patrick 
Kisnorbo decided to travel two 
hours further north in England, 
from Leicester City to Leeds 
United. 

Meanwhile, Jason Culina, 
Chris Coyne, Jacob Burns, 
Shane Stefanutto and Mile 
Sterjovski are just five 
Australian internationals who 
left Europe to return home to 
the A-League for the 2009-10 
season. 

For many, the pull of playing 
in the World Cup is a major 
reason behind the change of 
scene, Australia coach Pim 
Verbeek will be desperate for 
each member of his squad to 
be playing regular first-team 

football in the lead-up 
sto the tournament. 
PRA Languishingin the 
» reserves while a rival 
gets a game once or 


TRADING PLACES 


David Carney has even twice a week 
swapped Sheffield could cost you a 
United for FC Twente as seat on the plane 
the World Cup looms. to South Africa. 
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onthe horizon. 


Of course, the likes of star 
duo Neill and Culina don’t 
have much to worry about. 
But for Carney, getting more 
first-team opportunities, at the 
top level, was a major factor 
in his transfer from English 
Championship side Sheffield 
United to Dutch Eredivisie 
heavyweight FC Twente. 

“FC Twente are in Europe and 
finished second in the league 
ast year,” he said. 

“It’s a good club and an 
ambitious club, and I think it 
was just the right move for me 
really. I think it’s the ideal club 
‘or me to lead into the 2010 
World Cup. 

“To get picked would be 
‘antastic. It would be a dream.” 
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The key with the 
Socceroos is the 
way they play is 
the Dutch way. 


When Carney speaks, 
you can still hear traces of 
the Liverpudlian accent he 
developed from several years 
playing in Everton’s youth 
teams alongside a teenage 
‘Wayne Rooney. 

His has been a journey 
so familiar to many of his 
countrymen. After signing 
with Everton at 16, and later 
playing in the 2002 FA Youth 
Cup final, Carney had brief 
spells at several other British 
clubs. But his dreams of 
stardom on the European 
stage didn’t come true, and 
he returned to Australia, and 
Sydney FC. 

Back home, he made an 
immediate impression, scoring 
six goals as his new club took out 
the A-League title in 2006. He 
made his international debut the 
same year. 

Once again, the European 
clubs came knocking in 2007, 
and this time, Carney was 


ready to take the next step. 

He flourished in his first 
season at Sheffield United, 
but his opportunities became 
limited when the Blades 
appointed a new manager in 
2008. He was loaned out to 
Norwich in 2009 and, at the 
end of that season, knew it was 
time to move on. 

“Tt was definitely a culture 
shock coming over to the 
Netherlands but, football-wise, 
it’s fantastic. It’s all about the 
passing game and it’s really 
technical,” Carney revealed. 
“The two leagues are like chalk 
and cheese.” 

Carney’s international 
breakthrough came at the 
2007 Asian Cup finals where 
he caught the eye playing at 
left wing-back. In August, he 
scored a breathtaking goal 
from long range in the 3-0 win 
against the Republic of Ireland. 

His versatility - he can play 
at full-back or on the wing - 
could be the trump card with 
limited places up for grabs in 
the squad for South Africa. 

“The key with the Socceroos 
is the way they play is the 
Dutch way. The full-backs 
attack as well,” he said. 

“I don’t mind where I play, as 
long as I can attack. But either 
way, I’m just happy to play and 
to be out there.” 

Carney is enjoying his 
new life in the Netherlands. 
Coached by former England 
boss Steve McLaren, FC Twente 
made a strong start in its bid 
for the Eredivisie title, and 
was unbeaten in its first eight 
games. 

“Tt’s all going well, but we’ve 
all just got to keep working 
hard and, hopefully by the 
end of the season, we'll have 
achieved something good,” 
Carney said. 

Come season’s end, he may 
well have booked his ticket 
to South Africa too. 
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MELBOURNE ¢ SATURDAY 21 NOVEMBER ° ROU LAVER ARENA 
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